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Manila Water, Maynilad won't
pursue payment from gnv!

DOT, malis to

Division Jessie Conde (3rd from left) to-
gether with Laguna Water General Manger
Shoebe Caong (1st from right); and the
other representatives of DENR.

Story on Page 6

Dr. Hiroto Izumi, Special Advisor
to Japan Prime Minister Shinzo
Abe, and Finance Secretary Carlos
G. Dominguez seal with a hand-
shake their commitment to further
strengthen the strategic partner-
ship between Japan and the Phil-
ippines after signing the Mem-
orandum of Cooperation (MOC)
signifying Japan’s commitment to

ISSN NO. 2619-8185 Laguna Water supports DENR
in addressmg air pollutlon

In-photo: Estate Water General Manager Barny Kim (2nd from left) shaking hands
with DENR-EMB IVA Division Chief of Environmental Monitoring and Enforcement

extend technical assistance for
the formulation of the Subic Bay
Regional Development Master-

plan. Story on Page 5

Gavite LGUs recognized for exemplary
nermrmance III_I“IG ADAG allﬂlt

All twenty-three local government units of Cavite were recognized during the Anti-Drug Abuse Council Performance
Audit awarding ceremony on December 2, 2019 at The Bayleaf Cavite in the City of Gen. Trias spearheaded by
the Department of the Interior and Local Government (DILG) in collaboration with the Philippine Drug Enforcement
Agency (PDEA). The achievement signifies the functionality of the anti drug-abuse councils of all the cities and
municipalities in the province.

The performance was rated based on several indicators including the presence of organized local ADAC,
conduct of meetings, allocation of funds as indicated in the POPS Plan, implementation of plans and programs,
support to ADACs in component LGUs, and milestones. Bronze award or moderately functional ADAC has a 51-
84% score, Silver award or highly functional with 85-99% score and the Gold award or ideal ADAC achieved a
perfect score of 100%.

PLTCOL Pablito Naganag of the Cavite Police Provincial Office commended the ADACs for ensuring that
anti-illegal drugs programs are implemented down to the barangay level in order to achieve the goal of a drug-free
Philippines by 2021.

DILG IV-A OIC Regional Elias F. Fernandez | Director graced the awarding ceremony and lauded Cavite
LGUs for the outstanding performance of local ADACs. He reported that out of the 147 LGUs in the CALABARZON
region, 12 ADACs achieved a perfect score for functionality, four of which came from Cavite. In addition, 812 out of

Cont. on Page 2

sale in March 2020

RELIEF ASSISTANCE FOR CAVITENOS: Eager to
provide immediate help to Cavitenos affected by
typhoon Tisoy, Cavite Governor Jonvic Remulla,
in cooperation with the Provincial Social Welfare
and Development Office led the distribution of re-
lief goods in the municipalities of Naic, Ternate and
Tanza on December 5, 2019. Almost 12,000 packs of
goods were distributed to the residents living near
the coastal areas of the said municipalities. Local
chief executives of the three municipalities along
with other local officials showed their appreciation
to the governor for his swift assistance to their con-
stituents. (PICAD)

ADVERTISE WITH US * Contact: Cell. Nos. 0928 168 2584 /0955 155 2764
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Fading advantage

THERE was a time we took pride in our English pro-
ficiency.

Some people still do, citing it as the basis for
a thriving business process outsourcing industry. But
any complacency in this regard would be misplaced
and ill-advised, given the results of the latest interna-
tional survey of English proficiency.

In the 2019 edition of the EF English Profi-
ciency Index, the Philippines wasn’t even in the top
10 list of countries, even though we still rank as the
world’s fifth largest nation with an English-speaking
population (behind the United States, India, Nigeria
and Pakistan).

The yearly EF EPI survey gauged the level
of English reading and listening skills in 100 countries
(excluding the US and the UK) with a standardized
online test taken by 2.3 million people.

The Netherlands emerged at the top with an
EPI score of 70.27, followed by Sweden (68.74), Nor-
way (67.93), Denmark (67.87) and the only Asian in
the group, Singapore (66.82).

The top 10 was rounded out by South Africa
(65.38), Finland (65.34), Austria (64.11), Luxembourg
(64.11), and Germany (64.03).

The Philippines, with an EPI of 60.14, was in
20th place, just ahead of Lithuania.

The score was still enough to keep the
country in the “High Proficiency” category, but not in
the “Very High Proficiency” group, and it represented
a decline from the country’s EPI of 61.84 in 2018.

Beyond the obvious implications that lower
proficiency will have on the BPO industry, low English
scores are a cause of concern for several reasons
cited by the EF study.

First, English and innovation go hand in
hand. English is the principal language of internation-
al collaboration, and there are correlations between
English and various measures of investment in R&D.
This finding resonates with recent research showing
that companies with managers from many countries
earn more revenue from innovation than their less di-
verse competitors. English-speaking teams are able
to attract more diverse talent and access ideas from
around the world. They are also more likely to collab-
orate internationally within their own organizations.

Second, competitive industries use English.
Every industry surveyed in this year’s report has an
English proficiency score clustered within a 10-point
range.

Third, countries with high English proficien-
cy tend to more open, given that the language is a
medium of international connectivity, and there is an
increasingly clear relationship between a society’s
connectedness to the world and the level of social
and political equality experienced by its citizens.
Closed societies turn inwards and nurture rigid hier-
archies. Open societies look outwards.

There can be no doubt that declining educational
standards have something to do with the decline in
English proficiency, yet there are underlying cultural
influences at work.

One is the view that it is somehow wrong to be fluent
in English because it detracts from our own native
tongue.

Another view seems to hold that Filipinos
are too stupid to understand straight English and
need the help of a bastardized “Taglish” to help them
along. Along with the usual variety show drivel, some
TV networks have taken to serving up dubbed Holly-
wood movies for those who are “too dumb” to follow.
Even our government officials cannot be bothered to
speak a straight sentence in English, and ordinary Fil-
ipinos laugh deprecatingly at themselves for “running
out of English.”

If we as a people decide that it is all right to
let go of our long-held edge in the international lan-
guage of commerce and innovation, we should stop
deluding ourselves and pretending that such an ad-
vantage still exists.

DATELINE

Mister, Papunta sana ng
Hospital Para sa Checkup,
Inatake, Salpok sa Kotse Patay

Cavite - hindi nakarating
sa kanya sanang Check-
up para sa Puso ang
isang Mister matapos na
atakihin ito habang nag-
mamaneho ng kotse at
papuntang hospital dahi-
lan upang sumalpok ito
sa paparating na Hyundai
Sedan , kahapon ng uma-
ga sa kahabaan ng Palico
diversion road Brgy. Pali-
co 4, Imus City Cavite.
Kinilala ng pu-
lisya ang biktima na si
Joel Dado, 57 anyos, may
asawa , residente ng Blk.
5 Lot. 15A Mandel St.
Parkdale 1 Brgy. Mambog
5, Bacoor City Cavite.
Hawak naman
ng pulisya ang driver ng
Hyundai na si Joseph De
Guzman, 40 anyos,may
asawa, residente ng BIk.
1 Lot. 231 — 232 Happy
Homes Brgy. Buhay na
Tubig, Imus City Cavite.
Sa ulat ng pu-
lisya, alas 9;00 ng umaga
ng maganap ang insden-
te, sakay ang biktima ng

kanyang Mitsubishi Pajero
wagon na may plate No.
TNE 974 at bumabagtas
sa Palico diversion road
Brgy. Palico 4 at patungo
sana io sa MCI Hosptal
upang mag pa checkup ng
sakit nito sa puso.

Subalit habang
bumabagtas, bigla itong
sinumpong ng panini-
kip ng dibdib . Dahil dito
nawalan ito ng kontrol sa
manibela kung kaya sum-
alpok ito sa paparating na
Hyundai Accent sedan na
may plate No. TIX 696 na
minamaneho ng suspek

Sa lakas ng sal-
pok ay wasak ang unah-
ang bahagi ng kotse nito
na ikinaipit ng biktima.
Nang maialis ito sa pagka-
kaipit ay agad itong itinak-
bo sa MCI Hospital subalit
idieklarang patay na.

Pumirma naman
ng Waiver ang Misis ng
biktima na si Mrs. Cristina
Reyes Dado patunay na
hindina ito magsasampa
ng kaso sa driver.

What's on in Kawit this Christmas

KAWIT, Cavite -- This historic town is inviting the public
to experience Christmas the “Kawitenyo” way by joining
activities lined up for the season.

Kawit tourism officer Rhouz Camposanto said
the various festivities, which range from choral compe-
tition, lecture, story-telling, Christmas lighting and night
mass, “promotes the educational yet fun way to enjoy
the holiday season with family and friends”.

“The activities, which cater to various ages,
from kids to adult, are consistent with what the town is
known for - a repository of culture and tradition,” Cam-
posanto said in an interview with the Philippine News

Agency.

The town kicks off its month-long celebration
with the choral competition at St. Mary Magdalene
Church at 2 p.m. on Wednesday (Dec. 11), featuring
10 entries from the town’s various public and private

schools.

A lecture on “Maytinis”, a yearly tradition of the
town meant to highlight the journey of St. Joseph and
Virgin Mary in search for an inn for Jesus Christ’s birth,
is set on Friday (Dec 13, 2 p.m.) at the Audio-Visual
Room of Museo ni Emilio Aguinaldo.

The lighting of the Liwasang Aguinaldo (Agu-
inaldo Park) complex is a must-see on Saturday (Dec.
14, 7 p.m.). Dubbed the “Kawit Symphony of Lights”,
the lights move in sync with the festive Christmas carols

played in the background.

The local library (located at the Liwasang Agui-
naldo) will host a story-telling activity for kids on Dec. 18

at3 p.m.

Among the highlights include the “Simbang
Gabi” or the traditional night mass practiced by Roman
Catholics every 8 p.m. from December 15 to 23 at the
Aguinaldo Park and the crowd drawer, “Maytinis” on
Dec. 24, which entails a long stretch of the procession

around town.

These activities are supported by the religious group,
Confradia de Sagrada Familia, and the local library.
Kawit, a first-class municipality, is known as
the birthplace of the first President of the Philippine Re-
public, General Emilio Aguinaldo, whose abode, now
turned into a shrine and museum in his honor, is where
the Philippine Independence from Spain was declared

on June 12, 1898. (PNA)

VOL 17 NO. 36
(nag alangan sa pagtawid...)

sa Tourist Bus

By IRINE GASCON

Cavite - dead on the spot
ang isang Construction
worker matapos itong ma-
salpok ng isang Tourist
Bus

habang ito ay papatawid
sana subalit nag alangan,
kamakalawa ng gabi sa
kahabaan ng Gov’s Drive
Brgy. Bancal Carmona.

Nakilala ang bik-
tima na si Roberto Nab-
lo, nasa hustong gulang,
Construction Worker, stay
in sa G-Sat Construction
site sa Brgy. Bancal Car-
mona, Cavite.

Sumuko naman
ang suspek matapos ni-
tong tumakas matapos
ang insidente na na-
kilalang si Ryan Simon
, 36 anyos, may asawa,
residente ng San Juan

Coastal Parafiaque, driv-
er.

Sa imbesti-
gasyon ng pulisya, da-
kong alas 9:00 ng gabi ng
maganap ang insidente,
papatawid sana ng bik-
tima ng bigla itong mag
alangan ng makita ang
paparating na Bus kung
kaya babalik sana ito
subalit nahagip na ito ng
Tourist bus na may plate
number NAD 4603.

Dahil dito napi-
sak ang biktima at naka-
ladkad pa ito. Tumakas
pa ang suspek subalit ka-
launan ay sumuko din ito
sa Dasmarifias PNP.

Ayon dito, nata-
kot lang umano siya na
mabugbog sa lugar kung
kaya ito tumakas.

STYLE UP WITH
AEROPOSTALE AT SM
CITY BACOOR!

CITY

BACOOR

SM CITY BACOOR, CAVITE - The most comfy
and trendy fashion outlet is already here at SM
City Bacoor! Glam up your style with Aeropost-
ale’s new designs available at their newest store
at the mall’s Upper Ground Floor. Start grabbing
your early Christmas gifts at their store now
and enjoy exclusive offers! Being fashionable
doesn’t have to be uncomfortable, so go get
your next shirt, hoodies and more at Aeropost-
ale-SM City Bacoor!,
T,
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| Ni Nelsom Dimapilis

Filipino households will no longer have to deal with
the consequences of having illegally-refiled and
poor-quality Liquefied Petroleum Gas (LPG) cylinders
once the LPG Act is passed, according to Senator Win
Gatchalian.

Gatchalian, chair of the Senate Committee on
Energy, has recently filed Senate Bill No. (SBN) 1188
or An Act Providing for the National Energy Policy and
Regulatory Framework for the Philippine LPG Industry
which aims to strengthen and streamline the laws and
regulations overseeing the domestic LPG industry.

This will govern the following activities in the
LPG value chain: importation, refining, refilling, transpor-
tation, conveyance, distribution, marketing of LPG and
manufacturing, requalifying, exchanging, and swapping
of LPG pressure vessels. The said act covers all LPG
industry players from the bulk suppliers, refillers, brand
owners and marketers to the dealers and retailers.

“By providing a comprehensive legal frame-
work, this measure seeks to institute reforms in the LPG

DATELINE
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LPG safety regulation needed amid
LPG-related accidents in the country

industry, address concerns in health, safety, security
and the environment and effectively ensure that con-
sumer welfare remains paramount,” Gatchalian said.

Data from the Department of Energy (DOE)
show that in 2011, 53% or 49,174,460 Filipinos relied
on LPG for their basic needs, such as cooking, water
heating, and lighting needs. The DOE also reported
that in the commercial sector, LPG consumption rose
at a rapid pace of 10.4% annually from 2007 to 2017.

In filing the bill, Gatchalian took into consid-
eration the reported LPG-related accidents this year
and in 2018 which resulted in the loss of lives, limbs
and properties.

“Notwithstanding the noteworthy contribu-
tion of LPG in addressing the energy needs of Filipi-
nos and the Philippine economy, the regulation of the
industry has failed to keep up. This is evidenced by a
series of accidents involving LPG causing loss of life,
limb, and property,” the lawmaker from Valenzuela
said.

The DOE will be tasked to regulate, su-
pervise, and monitor the LPG industry participants.
The bill sharpens the teeth of DOE to implement and
ensure compliance with the quality and safety stan-

ﬂﬂﬂﬂ Billll( SBI llll |(0IIB|(2 CARD Illgltal communmes

As part of CARD Bank’s
goal to realize financial in-
clusivity for all,
launched
digital communities in Ba-
rangay Santisimo in San

Pablo City. communities in giving the
Through these digital com- easiest and fastest bank-
munities, clients living in ing experience to our
the outskirts will not be left clients through our digi-
behind in accessing afford- tization initiatives,” said

able financial products and

services.

the bank
its konek2CARD all konek2CARD users.

“CARD

7
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EXTRAJUDICIAL

DEED OF EXTRAJUDICIAL
SETMENT OF STATE WITH SALE

Notice is hereby given that the estate of the late FELIX TAL-
PLACIDO, consisting of ONE (1) parcels of land covered by
transfer Certificate of Title No. T-125993 with an area of (279)
Two Hundred and seventy Nine squre meter of the Regis-
try of Cavite Province, considaration of sum (1) One Million
have been the subject of Extra-Judicial Settlement of Estate
of the Deceased among the legal heirs With Deed of Extraju-
dicial settlement of State with Sale as per Doc.No.331; Page
No.66; Book No. Il and series of 2019 of Notary Public VEL-
LA VEDA V. MANCINIDO=GAYO

Dateline Weekly Newspapers:

These digital
communities are provided
with free Wi-Fi access for

and CEO of the Bank.
She also add-

ed that with these dig-

ital communities, more

payments, bills payment
and e-load.

After the pilot
test, CARD will expand

dards prescribed in the Philippine National Standards
(PNS).

The proposed measure will require LPG play-
ers to secure a license to operate for a specific activity
prior to their commencement of commercial operation.
Under SBN 1188, the DOE will have the exclusive au-
thority to issue the license to operate which will be val-
id for three years.

SBN 1188 enumerates the corresponding
administrative and criminal penalties for specific viola-
tions such as hoarding, underfilling, illegal refilling and
engaging in an activity without a valid license to oper-
ate, among others.

Fines range from as low as five thousand
pesos (P 5,000) to as high as ten million pesos (P
10,000,000) depending on the offense. Penalties also
include suspension of the license to operate, perma-
nent disqualification from engaging in any activity as
an LPG industry participant, impounding of LPG prod-
ucts and even imprisonment, depending on the nature

Bank
provides support to these

Marivic Austria, President

CARD Bank clients
have the opportunity to
download and register
konek2CARD app. This
will also give income
opportunity not only for
konek2CARD  Agents
but also for members
with Sari-sari stores be-
cause members trans-
acting can be their sure
clients as well. Agents
generate income from
cash-out, agent assisted

its konek2CARD digital
communities in other Ba-
rangays with the same

profile like Barangay
Santisimo  (with more
than 15 Centers in the
Barangay).

To date, CARD
Bank already has more
than 183,000 konek-
2CARD users with more
than 2,400 active konek-
2CARD agents nation-
wide.

Dec. 02, 09 & 16, 2019

EXTRAJUDICIAL

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT THE ESTATE OF
THE LATE CAROLINA B. MINTU HAS BEEN EX-
TRA-JUDICIALLY SETTLED BY HER HEIRS THRU
EXTRAJUDICIAL SETTLEMENT OF ESTATE AS
PER DOC. NO. 413 ; PAGE NO.
42 ; SERIES OF 2019 , BEFORE NOTARY PUBLIC
ATTY. CESARIO G. GONZALES, JR.

Dateline Weekly Newspapers:

84 ; BOOK NO.

of the violation.

Meanwhile, as the country expects a rise
in LPG consumption this holiday season, Senator
Gatchalian reminds everyone to be wise in buying LPG
cylinders to enjoy a risk-free season.

DorT...

MANILA -- The Depart-
ment of Tourism (DOT)
and major malls across
the country partnered
to attract highly-covet-
ed shoppers from China
and other Asian nations
with its planned month-
long nationwide shopping
event in March 2020.

Dubbed  “Phil-
ippine Fun Sale”, DOT
Secretary Bernadette Ro-
mulo-Puyat said the event
would be the first of its
kind in the country and is
seen to promote the Phil-
ippines as an emerging
shopping hub in Asia.

“By March we will
have the first Philippine
Fun Sale, for the first time,
all malls will hold a sale
at the same time,” Romu-
lo-Puyat said at a forum in
Malate on Wednesday.

“It will be in Lu-
zon, Visayas, and Mind-
anao to attract tourists to
come during March,” she
added.

At present, the
agency is still polish-
ing the details about the
event, but DOT Assistant
Secretary Howard Lance
Uyking said the Philippine
Fun Sale will be the coun-
try’s version of the Great
Singapore Sale and Hong
Kong’s Summer Sale.

“What makes
this different aside from
our image of fiesta and
fun is the fact that we'’re
also an archipelago so
we’re not just concentrat-
ed in one city like Singa-
pore and Hong Kong, we
have several cities here
so we're also promoting
tourism that way,” he said
in an interview.

For the shopping
event’s pilot run in March
2020, Uyking said the

Z“ FROM PAGE 1|
N

government is targeting
visitors from Southeast
Asia, East Asia, and North
Asia, mainly the Chinese,
Japanese, and Taiwanese
market.

“We're still in

talks with the malls and
some of the brands but we
want to give premium dis-
counts to foreigners with
the current sales that we
have right now and also
the focus would also be on
local products,” he told the
Philippine News Agency
(PNA).
“We're promoting this
abroad so there will be a
campaign starting early
next year. More than the
arrivals, this whole event
is really for the revenue
so we're in the talks to set
the revenue target that will
be brought about by this
sale,” he added.

Presently, 10
mall chains have con-
firmed to join the Philip-
pine Fun Sale. These are
SM, Ayala Malls, Mega-
world, Vista Land, Robin-
sons, Stores Specialists,
Inc., Shangri-La Plaza,
Power Plant, Ortigas &
Company, and The Arane-
ta Group.

Shopping  tour-
ism is one of the 10
products indicated in the
agency’s National Tour-
ism Development Plan of
2016-2022, coming in line
with the recent report by
the United Nations World
Tourism Organization that
cited shopping as an “in-
creasingly relevant com-
ponent” of the tourism
value chain as it becomes
“a determinant factor af-
fecting destination choice”
and in some cases the
prime travel motivation.
(PNA)



4 December 16-22, 2019

NOTICES

Enchanted Kingdom officially welcomed the yuletide season with the launch of Eldar’s Mag-
ical Light Symphony and EK'’s sparkling Christmas Tree in partnership with Coca-Cola and
Coke Studio. Guests were wowed by the spectacular lights and sound show around the park

while experiencing a bit of a “White Christmas” at Brooklyn Zone.

The 2019 Citi Microen-
trepreneurship awardees
shared their success

stories during a break-
fast meeting hosted by
Presidential Adviser for
Entrepreneurship and Go
Negosyo founder Joey
Concepcion joined by CITI
PH CEO Aftab Ahmed.
In photo: CMA Microen-
trepreneur of the Year
Eduardo Azores of Ali-Ali
Pastil; Regional Awardees
were Lea Mancera of
Daniel’s Handicraft Weav-
ing and Metal Frame (Lu-
zon), Merly Domingo of
Ebina Garment Manufac-
turing (Visayas), Lucrecia
Neri of Manna’'s Alter-
natives Herbal Products
and AtiMana Organic Hub
(Mindanao); Youth Micro-
entrepreneur of the Year
Romualdo Blanco, Jr. of
PK Maja Special; Special
awardees for Agripreneur-

ship were Rolando Pega,
a Spring Onion Farmer
and Rosanna Sinapilo of
Coco Deli; Special Award
for Preservation of Tra-
dition Caroline Jamias of
Carol Line’s Ethnic and

Fashion, who's also a
graduate of our KMME
program last 2018.

Eight outstand-
ing  microentrepreneurs
received recognition in this
year’s Citi Microentrepre-
neurship Awards (CMA),
organized by the Bangko
Sentral ng Pilipinas (BSP),
Citi Philippines, and the
Microfinance Council of
the Philippines, Inc. last
November 26 at the BSP
central office in Manila.

Bagging the
Special Award for Pres-
ervation of Traditions
was Go Negosyo former
mentee Caroline Jamias
of Tabuk City, Kalinga.

Jamias owns the native
shop Carol Line’s Ethnic
and Fashion, who sup-
plies handwoven textiles
and other handicrafts to
different parts in the Cor-
dillera region. Jamias is a
graduate of Go Negosyo
and the Department of
Trade and Industry’s men-
torship program Kapatid
Mentor ME (KMME) in
2017. Around 7,000 mi-
croentrepreneurs to date
have already been helped
by the program.
Presidential Ad-
viser for Entrepreneurship
and Go Negosyo founder
Joey Concepcion, who
served as a member of
the national selection
committee for the annu-
al microentrepreneurs
search, emphasized,
“Like our athletes, these
inspiring  microentrepre-
neurs have excelled in

Waste” effort.

| Magical Light

most
ever!

magical

For

In partnership with
Coca-Cola, EK also official-
ly lit its towering 25-feet tall
g4 Christmas Tree using more
¥ than 4,000 recyclable bot-
¥~ tles-- an initiative that sup-
ports Coke’s “World Without

At Enchanted
Kingdom, the holidays are
#= more fun! Head over to the
&8 first and only world-class
| theme park to catch Eldar’s
Symphony,
. the Coke Christmas Tree,
and a very special line-up
y of shows to experience the
Christmas

inquiries,
please call 0939-935-3535
/ (+632) 8 830 3535 or
send an e-mail to ekcorp-
marketing@gmail.com.

get fresh updates and an- to like Enchanted Kingdom’s facebook page at

To
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nouncements, don't forget www.facebook.com/enchantedkingdom.ph.

8 microentrepreneurs honored at clll Microentrepreneurship Awards

different fields, using their
own unique sets of skills
and expertise. But they all
have been enabled by reli-
able financing institutions,
as well as a community of
mentors, that have helped
them enhance their com-
petencies and develop
their potentials. Through
collaborations with orga-
nizations from both the
public and private sectors,
we aim to provide an en-
abling environment for our
MSMEs, so they can win
as one in the race towards
prosperity.”

The other
awardees of the 2019
CMA were: Rosanna
Sinapilo, owner of Coco
Deli and Rolando Pega,
a spring onion farmer,
for Special Award in Agri
Micro-business; Romual-
do Blanco, Jr., owner of
PK Maja’s Special for the

Youth Microentrepreneur
of the Year; Lea Mancera,
owner of Daniel's Handi-
craft Weaving and Metal
Frame for Luzon Regional
Award; Merly Domingo,
owner of Ebina Garment
Manufacturing for Visayas
Regional Award; Lucrecia
Neri, owner of Manna’s
Alternatives Herbal Prod-
ucts and AtiManna Organ-
ic Hub for Mindanao Re-
gional Award; and grand
winner who bagged the
Citi Microentrepreneur of
the Year Eduardo Azores,
owner of Ali-Ali Pastil.
Since 2002, CMA
has recognized more than
a hundred microentrepre-
neurs across the country
for their notable contribu-
tions in various areas such
as community leadership,
agriculture, cultural pres-
ervation, and environmen-
tal sustainability. Accord-
ing to the 2018 Philippine
Statistics Authority (PSA)
data, micro, small and
medium-sized enterprises

(MSMEs) comprise 99.52
of the total businesses in
the country. The program
has brought to light in-
spiring stories of Filipino
microentrepreneurs  who
were able to achieve a
higher level of success
through hard work and
with the help of various
public and private stake-
holders. A number of Go
Negosyo mentees and
graduates have been
given recognition by the
CMA.

The CMA
grand winner received
a PHP200,000 cash

prize. Regional winners

and special awardees,
meanwhile, received
PHP100,000 each.

Microfinance
Council of the Philippines
chair Eduardo Jimenez,
BSP Governor Benjamin
Diokno, and Rizal Micro-
bank branch head Vivian
Quenequez were also
present during the award-
ing ceremony.

,

Dec. 16,23 & 30, 2019

EXTRAJUDICIAL

Notice is hereby given that the estate of the late SONIA C.
BONDAD, consisting of two parcels of land (Lot 1009-A-
1 of the subd. plan Psd-04-043166, being a portion of Lot
1009-A, (LRC) Psd-111060, L.R.C. Rec. No.
the Brgy. of Bucana, Mun. of Naic, Prov. of Cavite.xxxx-
consisting of ONE HUNDRED (1000) SQUARE METERS
embraced and covered by Transfer Certificate of Title No.
T-380040 and Lot 451 of the Naic Estate as shown on Plan
Rs-04-003182, L.R.C. Rec. No. ) situated in the Poblacion,
Mun. of Naic, Prov. of Cavite.xxxxconsisting of FOUR HUN-
DRED EIGHTEEN (418) SQUARE METERS, both of the
Registry of Cavite Province, have been the subject of an
Addendum to an Extra-Judicial Settlement of Estate of the
Deceased among the legal heirs With Waiver of Rights as
per Doc.No0.327; Page No.67; Book No. XXI and series of
2019 of Notary Public Jameswell M. Resus of Naic, Cavite.

Dateline Weekly Newspapers:

) situated in
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Supreme Court of the Philippines
Family Judicial Region
FAMILY COURT
Branch 5, Trece Martires City
fcbrStmc@gmail.com
09398673601

Foreclosure Case No. F-309-19

EAST-WEST BANKING CORPORATION,
Mortgagee,
- Versus —

SPOUSES FLORDELIZA PALABRICA MONZON
& GENARO VANGUARDIA MONZON (SPA)
Mortgagors,

NOTICE OF EXTRA-JUDICIAL SALE

Upon Extra-Judicial Petition Sale under Act 3135, as amended by Act 4118, filed
by Mortgagee, EAST-WEST BANKING CORPORATION, with business address at East-
West Corporate Center, the Beaufort, 5th Avenue, cor. 23rd St., Bonifacio Global City,
Taguig City, against the Mortgagors, SPOUSES FLORDELIZA PALABRICA MONZON &
GENARO VANGUARDIA MONZON (SPA) , both of legal, Filipino citizens, with residence
and postal address at: 1.) Upper Ground 105 El Pueblo 1, Kingsport Subd., Novaliches,
Q.C. 2.) Lot 9, Block 1, Somerset 16, Brgy. Navarro Gen. Trias, Cavite to satisfy the mort-
gage indebtedness as of October 15, 2019 amounts to ONE MILLION SEVEN HUNDRED
NINETY TWO THOUSAND SEVEN HUNDRED NINE PESOS & 95/100 (P1,792,709.95),
Philippine Currency, including interest, penalties and other charges as of said date but
exclusive of all the other expenses incidental to this foreclosure and sale, the undersigned
Sheriff will sell at public auction on January 23, 2020 at 10:00 o’clock in the morning AT
THE MAIN ENTRANCE OF THE Government Center Bldg., located at the Provincial Capi-
tol Compound, Trece Martires City, to the highest bidder of CASH and in Philippine Curren-
cy, the following described property with all the improvements thereon to wit:

TRANSFER CERTIFICATE OF TITLE NO 057-2017013991

Lot No. 9 Block: 1 Plan No. PCS-04-030150
PORTION OF: THE CONS./SUBD. OF BLOCK 8, BLOCK 9, PCS-04-028206 & LOT 1711-
A, (LRC) PSD-61615, DECREE NO. 4270; LRC REC. NO. 5964

LOCATION: BARANGAY OF NAVARRO, MUNICIPALITY OF GEN. TRIAS,

PROVINCE OF CAVITE, ISLAND OF LUZON

BOUNDARIES:

LINE DIRECTION ADJOINING LOT(S)

1-2 SE ROAD LOT 2, PCS-04-030150

2-3 SwW LOT 8, BLOCK 1, PCS-04-030150
3-4 NW LOT 20, BLOCK 1, PCS-04-028206
4-1 NE LOT 10, BLOCK 1, PCS-04030150

AREA: ONE HUNDRED SQUARE METERS (100), MORE OR LESS

All sealed bids must be submitted to the undersigned on the above-stated time and date.
In the event the public auction should not take place on said date and time, it shall be held
on January 30, 2020 without further notice.

Prospective bidders/buyers are hereby enjoined to investigate for themselves the title to
the said property and encumbrances thereon, if any there be.

Trece Martires City, November 28, 2019

(sgd.) ANDRES B. ESPINA
Sheriff IV
Copy Furnished:
EAST-WEST BANKING CORPORATION
c/o ONA PAMFILO & BUBAN LAW OFFICES
ATTY LEVI C. SIMORA
6th FLOOR,
EastWest Corporate Center,
the Beaufort, 5th Avenue, cor. 23rd St.,
Bonifacio Global City, Taguig City

SPOUSES FLORDELIZA PALABRICA MONZON &

GENARO VANGUARDIA MONZON (SPA)

Upper Ground 105 El Pueblo 1, Kingsport Subd.,Novaliches, Q.C.
Lot 9, Block 1, Somerset 16, Brgy. Navarro Gen. Trias, Cavite

WARNING: IT IS ABSOLUTELY PROHIBITED TO REMOVE DEFACE, OR DESTROY
THIS NOTICE OF EXTRA-JUDICIAL SALE ON OR BEFORE THE DATE PF SALE

Dateline Weekly Newspapers:
Dec. 02, 09 & 16, 2019

7

\ N\

EXTRAJUDICIAL

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT THE ES-
TATE OF THE LATE AURORA B. MINTU
HAS BEEN EXTRA-JUDICIALLY SETTLED
BY HER HEIRS THRU EXTRAJUDICIAL
SETTLEMENT OF ESTATE AS PER DOC.
NO. 417 ; PAGE NO. 85 ; BOOK NO. 42 ;
SERIES OF 2019, BEFORE NOTARY PUB-
LIC ATTY. CESARIO G. GONZALES, JR.

EXTRAJUDICIAL

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT THE
ESTATE OF THE LATE AURORA B.
MINTU HAS BEEN EXTRA-JUDICIALLY
SETTLED BY HER HEIRS THRU EXTRA-
JUDICIAL SETTLEMENT OF ESTATE AS
PER DOC. NO. 415 ; PAGE NO. 84 ;
BOOK NO. 42 ; SERIES OF 2019 , BE-
FORE NOTARY PUBLIC ATTY. CESA-

RIO G. GONZALES, JR. Dateline Weekly Newspapers:

Dateline Weekly Newspapers: Dec. 02, 09 & 16, 2019

Dec. 02, 09 & 16, 2019

EXTRAJUDICIAL

DEED OF EXTRAJUDICIAL SETMENT
WITH WAIVER OF RIGHTS

Notice is hereby given that the estate comprising Transfer Certificates
of Title No. T-15653 (1), T-15653 (2), T-15653 (3), T-15653 (4) and Origi-
nal Certificates of Title No. P-7721, N-171658, P-14820 of the deceased
SPS. DOMINGO COLOMA CARBONELL and JOSEFA CASTRO CAR-
BONELL, who respectively died intestate on January 12, 1989 and De-
cember 7, 2013 has been extra-judicially settled in favor of DOMIN-
GO CASTRO CARBONELL JR. - TCT No. 15653 (1), TCT No. 15653 (2),
TCT No. 15653 (4) and OCT No. 14820 and ROMERICO CASTRO CAR-
BONELL - TCT No. 15653 (3), OCT No. N-171657 and OCT No. P 7721,
per deed executed on October 30, 2019 at General Trias City, Cavite
before Notary Public Christopher P. Columna, per Doc. No. 103; Page

Press ‘N Picks News

Dec. 02, 09 & 16, 2019

No. 22; Book No. 3; Series of 2019.

HAKONE—The  Philip-
pines and Japan signed
Friday (December 6) a
memorandum of coop-
eration (MOC) signifying
the latter’'s commitment
to provide technical sup-
port to the Duterte admin-
istration’s formulation of
a regional development
master plan designed to
maximize the economic
potentials of the Subic
Bay and its surrounding
areas.

Finance Secre-
tary Carlos Dominguez,
representing the Philip-
pine government, and Dr.
Hiroto lzumi, the Special
Advisor to Japan Prime
Minister Shinzo Abe, on
behalf of Japan, signed
the MOC at the conclu-
sion of the 9thmeeting
of the Philippines-Japan
Joint Committee on In-
frastructure Development
and Economic Coopera-
tion, which was held at the
Hilton Odawara Resort in
this scenic town west of
Tokyo.

Under the MOC,
the Subic Bay Region-
al Development Master
Plan may include possi-
ble projects in the fields
of road network develop-
ment, logistics terminal
development, disaster risk

management and the de-
velopment of public utili-
ties.

“The Philippine
government may require
cooperation from Japan,
including Official De-
velopment  Assistance
(henceforth, ‘ODA’) and
other financial resources,
for the implementation of
the prioritized projects
listed in the finalized
Master Plan. Projects to
be financed by Japanese
ODA and other financial
resources will be deter-
mined following a master
plan survey and in light of
both Governments’ prior-
ities,” the MOC states.

Japan first
made known its com-
mitment to provide tech-
nical assistance to the
Philippines for the de-
velopment of Subic and
its surrounding commu-
nities during the bilat-
eral meeting between
President Rodrigo Dute-
rte and Japan Prime
Minister Shinzd Abe last
November 4 on the side-
lines of the 35th Associ-
ation of Southeast Asian
Nations (ASEAN) Sum-
mit and Related Summits
in Bangkok, Thailand.

Prime Minis-
ter Abe and President

<FROM PAGE 1|

Duterte described the Jap-
anese commitment of as-
sistance “as a testament
to the deepening strategic
partnership between Japan
and the Philippines.”

The proposed
master plan will outline
possible projects in Subic
Bay and its surrounding ar-
eas covering road network
development, logistics ter-
minal development, disas-
ter risk management, and
other public utilities devel-
opment.

This commitment
of assistance from Japan
was first conveyed to Pres-
ident Rodrigo Roa Duterte
by Japan Prime Minister
Shinz6 Abe during their
bilateral meeting on No-
vember 4, 2019 held on the
sidelines of the 35th Asso-
ciation of Southeast Asian
Nations (ASEAN) Summit
and Related Summits in
Bangkok, Thailand.

The signing cere-
mony was held at the con-
clusion of the 9th Meeting
of the Philippines-Japan
High-Level Joint Commit-
tee on Infrastructure De-
velopment and Economic
Cooperation on  Friday
(December 6) at the Hilton
Odawara Resort in Ha-
kone, Japan. (dof.gov)



G December 16-22, 2019

KOREA AT JINJOO KOREAN
GRILL-SM CITY BACOOR

BACOOR

SM CITY BACOOR, CAVITE - Enjoy ten (10) flavors
of Premium Meat, unlimited Kimbap, Side Dish, and
Cheese Fondue along with your unlimited Korean Bar-
becue at SM City Bacoor’s newest store, Jinjoo Kore-
an Grill at the mall’'s Upper Ground Floor. Choose your
favorite among the flavorful meet choices: Unmarinat-
ed Samgyupsal, Dan Samgyup, Gochujang Samgyup,
Cajun Samgyup, Yalb-Eun Sam, Dwaehi Ogudaeji,
Unmarinated Woosamgyp, Dan Woosamgyup, Cajun
Woosamgyup and Dan Galbi. Bring your friends and
family and enjoy their mouth watering dishes while you
chat and grill at SM City Bacoor’s Jin Joo Korean Girill.
Meokja!

Cavite LGUS...  From pace)

the 829 barangays in Cavite achieved moderate to high
functionality reflecting the LGUs commitment to the an-
ti-drug abuse campaign making Cavite the number one
province in terms of the number of functional ADACs.

The Bronze award was received by the LGUs
of Trece Martires City and Alfonso. Silver awardees
were Amadeo, Carmona, Cavite City, cities of Bacoor,
Imus and Dasmarifias, municipalities of Gen. Emilio
Aguinaldo, Gen. Mariano Alvarez, Indang, Magallanes,
Maragondon, Naic, Noveleta, Silang, Tanza, Ternate,
and Tagaytay City. The four LGUs that achieved a 100%
score in the performance audit with ideally functional
ADAC were the City of Gen. Trias and the municipalities
of Mendez, Rosario and Kawit.

As incentive for the LGUs ADAC performance,
the Provincial Government awarded equipment to sup-
port their anti-drug abuse programs. Bronze awardees
received a desktop computer with printer while Silver
awardees received the same with additional laptop.
Gold awardees received additional DSLR camera aside
from the desktop computer, laptop and printer.

Cavite was also a Regional awardee for the
functionality of the Provincial Anti-Drug Abuse Council
with a 95% performance rating. The award was re-
ceived by Mr. Alvin Mojica, OIC-Provincial Administrator
on behalf of Governor Jonvic Remulla, PADAC Chair.

Agent Billy Viray of PDEA Cavite thanked all
the LGUs for being active partners in the fight against
illegal drugs and hoped that they remain proactive in
implementing programs to ensure that the province will
be drug-free and safer for every Cavitefio. (PICAD)

DATELINE
HAVE A TASTE OF SOUTH  Manila Water...

MANILA -- Water conces-
sionaires Manila Water
and Maynilad on Tuesday
said they would no lon-
ger ask the government
to pay them more than
PHP10-billion they got in
the arbitral award as com-
pensation for losses and
damages in the non-im-
plementation of water rate
hikes a few years ago.

Manila Water
president and chief exec-
utive officer (CEO) Jose
Almendras on Tuesday
said, during a hearing by
the House Good Govern-
ment and Public Account-
ability, that the water com-
pany would cooperate
with the government by
not collecting the award
recently made by the Per-
manent Court of Arbitra-
tion in Singapore in the
water  concessionaire’s
case.

“Susunod po
kami sa kagustuhan ng
gobyerno at ng Pangulo
(We will comply with the
wishes of the government
and the President),” Al-
mendras said.

Almendras also
said Manila Water would
delay the implementation
of its approved water rate
increase, which was origi-
nally scheduled for Janu-
ary 2020.

Almendras said
the company has already
written the Metropolitan
Waterworks and Sew-
erage System (MWSS)
regarding its intention to
cooperate with the agency
to reach an agreement re-
garding the implementa-
tion and delay in the water
rate hikes.

Furthermore,

Manila Water is “more
than willing” to discuss the
onerous provisions in the
concession agreement.

“Tumutugon
kami sa utos ni Pangulong
Rodrigo Duterte na muling
pag-aralan at pag-usapan
ang ilang provision ng
mga concession agree-
ment (We will comply with
the directive of President
Rodrigo Duterte to review
and discuss certain pro-
visions in the concession
agreement),” Almendras
said.

For his part,
Maynilad President and
CEO Ramoncito Fer-
nandez said they would
also no longer pursue
the government to pay
the PHP3.4 billion arbi-
tral award by the same
Singaporean court due to
the Philippines’ refusal to
allow it to increase prices
for 2013 to 2017.

“Sang-ayon po
kami sa direktiba ng pres-
idente... na wag na po
naming habulin yung his-
torical arbitral award sa
amin (We will comply with
the President’s directive...
not to pursue the historical
arbitral award),” Fernan-
dez said.

Fernandez,
meanwhile, said they are
open to delaying their
scheduled water rate hike.

“Kami po ay bu-
kas mag-delay. Pumapa-
yag po kami mag-delay,
kailangan lang pag-us-
apan ang timing at ano
yung mga provisions (We
are open to delay [the wa-
ter rate hike]. We agree
with the delay, but we just
have to discuss the timing
and the provisions),” Fer-

HUNGRY UNGRY

JO-MO,NOW
OPEN AT SM

CITY

Hungry yet? Hungry Jo-Mo
is waiting for you at SM City
Bacoor 2nd Level to satisfy
your cravings for Asian Grill
dishes. Go unlimited and en-
joy their sumptuous meal as
you enjoy catching up with
friends and bonding with your

family.

Hurry and grill with Hungry

Jo-Mo today!
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<FROM PAGE F
nandez said.

The MWSS approved Maynilad and Manila
Water’s rate increase petition in 2018.

For Maynilad, the approved rate increase is
PHP5.73 per cubic meter which will be applied on a
staggered basis for five years or until 2022. On the oth-
er hand, Manila Water had been allowed a rate hike of
PHP6.22 to PHP6.50 per cubic meter.

However, because the National Water Re-
sources Board (NWRB) has yet to increase Metro Ma-
nila’s water allocation, water service interruption is still
to be experienced by Maynilad and Manila Water con-
sumers despite the expected rate hike. (PNA)

Laguna Water... <€Rom pace1

Laguna Water, together with its sister company, Estate
Water, furthered its support on environmental sustain-
ability by contributing to the Adopt An Air Quality Moni-
toring Station project of the Department of Environment
and Natural Resources Environmental Management
Bureau Region IV-A Calabarzon (DENR IV-A).

The two water companies donated a 55-inch
vertical type touch digital signage, an equipment that
will be part of the Data Management Center Hardware
for the department’s existing Differential Optical Ab-
sorption Spectroscopy Continuous Ambient Air Quality
Monitoring Stations (DOAS-CAAQMS) situated in Santa
Rosa, Binan, and Antipolo City. It will serve as a public
information system that will display real time data from
DENR-EMB IV-A’s air quality monitoring stations.

As part of the environmental program, DENR-
EMB IV-A promotes clean air through ambient air quality
monitoring, which measures the amount of pollution and
the atmosphere’s average purity. The agency partners
with various private companies in setting up equipment
that will aid in monitoring air quality around the country.

The donation of the equipment stresses the
importance of collecting and conveying data that would
assist in championing environmental protection and
stewardship. “We need to be properly informed about
what is happening around us, especially to our environ-
ment. We all have a responsibility to protect and pre-
serve our resources, not only for us but most especially
for the future generations,” said Laguna Water General
Manager Shoebe Caong.

Laguna Water has upheld its long running sup-
port for the various projects and programs of DENR.
This year, the company also participated in DENR'’s tree
planting program in Mt. Batulao, Nasugbu Batangas
held last June.




°f December. 16-22, 2019

1 3 ] = 5 A T 2 &) 0 114 1z 13X

EEEN FEY
o

o0 a1 da |E =
s T ] 1) N
b 41 a1

42 |48 thaf
a6 o far
£ i 20 = R R
B4 5 |58 &7
ar o Lou)
] 2 L]

ACROSS 35 19th century En

1. Developers map

5 Chicago terminus

10 Determines a sum

14 Costa---

15 Tropical trees

16 Roman numerals

for Henry

17 Was right on time

20 Annie of the
klondike

21 Eagle by the sea

22 Make a naucous
noise

24 Horn-rims

26 Shrubs with laven-

der blooms

29 Grass unit

30 Signata
broadcasting
station

31 Make judgements

32 Doctor of Sci-fi

gland
39 Nice hot time
40 Garner
41 - prosequi
(charges will
do dropped)
42 Awakens
44 Burns with hot
coffee
45 Soft, light and fluffy
48 Galactic bit
49 Birdlike
50 Disfigure
51 __ Palmas
54 Starting Location
58 Peter Fondatible
role
59 Mountain song
60 “Peyton Place” first
name.
61 Stack part
52 One cubic meter
53 Lacking in liveliness

P et

DOWN

Brit's baby carriage
Neapolitan bread
Its’s quite a lot
Mai---
“Jenufa” and “Tosca”
“l__ thought abour it.”
Balm ingredient
Former White
House units
9 Low or high tail
10 Opposed (to)
11 Mischievous pranks
12 Tube invented in
1905
13 Internet destination
18 Zipper substitute
19 Support for a fedora
23 Can of worms.
maybe
24 John or Miller
25 ltem with a

gooseneck
25 Puppy followers
27 What's --- for me?”
28 Brussels export
29 Chicago squad
31 Journal
32 It goes with away
33 Confne
34 Old-fashioned
poems
36 Strap attached to

a briddle

37 Put down stakes?
38 Niagara Falls sound
42 Bone of the middle
ear
43 Morrison or Tenille
44  AchieBunker order
45 Cuisine featuring

ONO A WN =

Tanaueio Inter-Divi-
sion sports medalists,
ipinakilala — Higit dala-
wandaang (200) meda-
lya ang hinakot ng mga
atletang Tanauefio sa
katatapos pa lamang na
Batangas Inter-Division
Sports Competition na
ginanap sa Lipa City
noong Nobyembre 25
— 27, 2019. Buong pag-
mamalaking ipinakilala

sa Pamahalaang Lung-
sod ni Gng. Apolonia
Landicho, Education
Program Supervi-
sor-MAPEH ng DepEd
Tanauan City Division,
ang mga mag-aaral sa el-
ementary at sekondarya
na nagdala ng karan-
galan sa lungsod sa la-
rangan ng palakasan sa
ginanap na “flag raising
ceremony” noong Disy-

embre 9, 2019. Malugod
namang tinanggap ng
Sangguniang Panlung-
sod ang mga manlalaro
sa pangunguna ni Vice
Mayor Atty. Herminigil-
do Trinidad Jr. kasama
ang mga konsehal na
sina Kon. Joseph Cas-
tillo, Kon. Herman Trini-
dad, Kon. Angel Burgos,
Kon. Glen Win Gonza-
les, Kon. Dra, Kristel

dirty nice
46 Rudimentary seed
47 X, in arithmetic
46 Morley of “60
Minutes”
50 Statistic number
51 One not to be be-
lieved
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52 First name in a Tolstoy
novel

53 Seize with a toothpick

55 Hillary’s post-election
domain (Abbr.)

56 Get before?

57 “___ Yeller (Peck

flick)

WORDHUNT

ALBATROSS
BITTERN
BOOBY
BUTCHERBIRD
COCKATOO
CURRAWONG
COOT
CORMORANT
CRAKE
CURLEW
DRONGO
DUNLIN
EGRET
EMU
FULMAR
GANNETT
GODWIT
GREBE
IBIS
KESTREL
KOOKABURRA
MALLEEFOWL
PENGUIN
PETREL
PIPIT
PRION
SHEARWATER
SHELDUCK
SHOVELER
SKUA
SNIPE
TATTLER
TROPICBIRD
WHIMBREL
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EXTRAJUDICIAL

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT THE ESTATE OF THE LATE MANUEL
B. MINTU HAS BEEN EXTRA-JUDICIALLY SETTLED BY HIS HEIRS THRU
EXTRAJUDICIAL SETTLEMENT OF ESTATE AS PER DOC. NO. 263 ; PAGE
NO.54 ; BOOK NO. 42 ; SERIES OF 2019 , BEFORE NOTARY PUBLIC
ATTY. CESARIO G. GONZALES, JR.

Dateline Weekly Newspapers:
December 02, 09 & 16, 2019

Guelos, Kon. Herman De
Sagun, at Acting ABC
President Isidro Fru-
elda. Nakasungkit ng
apatnapu’t walong (48)
medalyang ginto ang
mga kabataang manlala-
ro sa larangan ng “base-
ball”, “softball”’, “swim-
ming” at “table tennis”.
Dagdag pa dito ang an-
imnapu’t dalawang (62)
medalyang pilak at isan-
daan tatlumpu’t pitong
(137) medalyang tanso
sa iba’t ibang katego-
rya ng isport na naiuwi
ng mga batang atleta.
(Maireen Jenzen Nones
| CIO Tanauan | Pho-
to Courtesy: Roderick
Lanting/ December 11,
2019)#

: DATELINE Weekly Newspaper has its principal business -
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Youth groups call for much higher excise taxes
on alcohol, heated tohacco products and vapes

Various youth groups
have called on the Con-
gress to urgently pass
significantly higher taxes
on alcohol, heated to-
bacco products (HTPs)
and e-cigarettes to help
ensure sufficient funding
for the Universal Health
Care (UHC) program.

They urged
lawmakers to pass the
“sin” tax version prin-
cipally authored by
Senator Pia Cayeta-
no--Senate Bill (SB) No.
1074--and  which the
Departments of Finance
(DOF) and of Health
(DOH) jointly support.

The bill rep-
resents a component of
Package 2 Plus of the
Duterte administration’s
comprehensive tax re-
form program.

In a press con-
ference after the recent
Sulong Pilipinas: 2019
Students Tax Conven-
tion at the University of
Santo Tomas (UST) in
Manila, the Youth for Sin

Bangko Sentral ng Pili-
pinas (BSP), Citi Foun-
dation, and Microfinance
Council of the Philippines,
Inc. (MCPI) awarded eight
outstanding  microentre-
preneurs in the country
for the 2019 Citi Microen-
trepreneurship Awards on
November 26, 2019.

Among the 141
nominees from 31 differ-
ent institutions across the
country who competed for
the award, Lucrecia Neri,
a microentrepreneur cli-
ent of CARD Bank from
Midsayap, North Cota-
bato was recognized as
Citi Regional Awardee for
Mindanao held at BSP
Headquarters, Malate,
Manila.

Lucrecia is the
owner of Manna’s Alter-
native Herbal Products
and Atimana Organic
Hub. She started with a
production of turmeric
tea, mangosteen tea, and
rice coffee. “It was in 1999
when | was diagnosed
with cancer, and then |
learned about the benefits
we could get from the tur-

Tax--a member of the Sin
Tax Coalition of civil so-
ciety groups--described
“sin” taxes as “the single
most effective way of sig-
nificantly reducing con-
sumption of ‘sin’ products
among the youth who are
sensitive to price increas-
es.”

The National
Capital Region (NCR)
chapter of the National
Federation of Junior Phil-
ippine Institute of Accoun-
tants (NFJPIA), which has
20,000 members in differ-
ent colleges in Metro Ma-
nila, likewise gave its nod
to higher “sin” taxes.

NFJPIA-NCR
pointed out that “alcohol is
the leading cause of death
for young people,” and
that “1 out of 5 e-cigarette
users is aged 10-19 years
old.”

“We reiterate our
support for the Package
2 Plus in its entirety, for
this will allow us to make
a significant investment in
our country’s health, and

ultimately, the nation’s
long-term development,”
NFJPIA-NCR said in its
statement.

The Benilde
Central Student Govern-
ment, meanwhile, ex-

pressed support for the
reform, more so because
additional funding for
UHC can “make mental
health interventions more
accessible.”

The Junior Phil-
ippine  Economics Soci-
ety (JPES), the leading
national organization of
economics students, also
called for the immediate
passage of SB 1074.

“SB 1074 is an
advantageous measure
insofar as public health
and fiscal health are con-
cerned,” the official state-
ment by JPES read.

SB 1074 is now
in the period of plenary in-
terpellation and has been
certified as an urgent bill
by President Duterte.

Joining other
youth groups in support-

ing the call for higher
“sin” taxes is the Youth
Alliance for Health Re-
form (YAHR), a national
organization of young
medical professionals and
students of health-related
programs.

“The proposed
measure under Package
2+ will provide policy-level
interventions that will lead
to significant health and
societal impact. This will
further secure the neces-
sary funding for the full
implementation of UHC,”
YAHR said in a statement.

“We affirm the
need for the full imple-
mentation of UHC that
will cater to the health and
medical needs of all Filipi-
nos, especially those who
cannot afford quality and
reliable healthcare ser-
vices,” YAHR added.

Youth for Sin
Tax, YAHR, NFJPIA-NCR,
and JPES presented their
statements to Finance
Secretary Carlos Domin-
guez lll, who acknowl-

edged the youth groups
for their support for the tax
reform in his speech at the
close of the Sulong work-
shop.

“You, the young
Filipinos, are the direct
beneficiaries of the sus-
tained growth we seek to
achieve through the re-
forms we now undertake.
The future belongs to you.
You have the greatest
stake in our economy’s
success. It will shape
your career paths and the
quality of your lives. Your
voices must be heard,”
Dominguez said.

Other youth
groups have submitted
statements of support on
significantly higher excise
taxes on alcohol, HTPs,
and e-cigs, through their
official channels.

These  groups
include the Youth for Men-
tal Health Coalition, Bicol
Youth Brigade, and the
Sangguniang Kabataan
officials of Guinobatan, Al-
bay.

“We, Sanggu-
niang Kabataan officials
of Guinobatan, Albay
express our full sup-
port for the measures
to impose higher taxes
on alcohol and e-ciga-
rette products as part
of our mandate to pre-
vent young people from
abusing dangerous and
addictive substances,”
the statement signed by
the SK Federation pres-
ident of Guinobatan, Al-
bay read.

The Youth for
Mental Health Coalition
said that “Higher taxes
on alcohol makes it less
accessible to all, which
will not just benefit us
financially but also psy-
chologically.”

The Bicol
Youth Brigade also said
the group’s members
“support the proposals
to tax alcohol products
at a level that truly dis-
courages excessive
consumption among
young people.” (dof.
gov)

CARD Bank Microentrepreneur Client
hailed as Citi Regional Awardee 2019

meric,” said Lucrecia Neri.

Lucrecia added
that after her medical op-
eration, she is the first one
who tried her product. “Af-
ter doing further research
on turmeric, | tried it and
believed that through this,
it bested my cancer.”

She eventually
ventured out in capsuling
these as health supple-
ments. She added that
she started with just a
mortar and pestle and
some turmeric.

“It's very difficult
in the beginning since
many find it very old and
traditional, but | believe in
my product since | am the
living testimony that it is
effective in curing cancer,”
she explained.

Now, her prod-
ucts are sold outside Co-
tabato, and reaching the
mainstream market in Lu-
zon and Visayas.

“CARDBank
plays a very important role
in the success | am expe-
riencing today. The institu-
tion helped me more than
the financial access they
provided for me,” she add-
ed.

She also encour-
aged her employees to be
CARD Bank clients where
they can develop good fi-
nancial habits through the
weekly training sessions
conducted by the institu-
tion.

“'m grateful for
the opportunity CARD
Bank has given me. | will
continue my advocacy in
promoting organic farm-
ing and help the under-
privileged in our commu-
nity,” she concluded.

Citi Microentrepreneurs
Awards

The Citi Micro-
entrepreneurship Awards
(CMA) is a six months
nationwide search for
the outstanding microen-
trepreneurs across the
country to celebrate and
honor their achievements
in overcoming their strug-
gles as they bring their
business in the main-
stream market. Their ef-
forts helped them improve
their quality of lives with
their families and contrib-
uting to the growth of their
local economy by gener-
ating income activities to

their community.

“Its our way of
recognizing our micro-
entrepreneurs who have
beaten the odds and lifted
themselves and others out
of poverty, and it would
not be possible without
the unwavering strong
support from microfinance
institutions as partners in
providing financial inclu-
sion and enterprise devel-
opment for all,” said BSP
Governor Benjamin Diok-
no.

He stated that
the partnership between
MCPI and Citi Philippines
remains one of BSP’s
foundation in stakeholder
engagement for financial
inclusion. “This activity
highlights how these mi-
croentrepreneurs  serve
as models of sharing their
stories on winning strug-
gles with their hard work
and determination to suc-
ceed to their fellow micro-
entrepreneurs.”

CARD Bank vows sup-
port for microentre-
prenurs

According to
CARD Bank President

and CEO Marivic Austria,
the award is a manifesta-
tion of how microfinance
helped in eradicating pov-
erty in the country.

“We are happy
that another client from us
is recognized again as an
outstanding  microentre-
prenuer, we believe that
through our financial and
non-financial services, we
are steps closer towards
our mission in eradicating
poverty in the Philippines,”

said Marivic Austria, Pres-
ident and CEO.

She also added
that the institution will con-
tinue its goal to strengthen
and support the microen-
trepreneurs nationwide.

“We are very
proud to be part of every
client’'s success in pursu-
ing their dreams to reach
the success, and this is
our commitment on reach-
ing our mission to end
poverty in the country,”
she concluded.
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2019 Citi Regional Awardee for Mindanao Lucre-

cia Neri (center) receives her award from Citi Phil-
ippines CEO Aftab Ahmed (left) with her husband

Virgilio (right).



