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PhilGuarantee 
covers P3.5-B 
1H of 2021

SM boosts Covid-19 vaccination for 
employees' protection San Pablo City– In line 

with the government’s 
goal of achieving popu-
lation protection by vac-
cinating at least 70 per-
cent of Filipinos against 
coronavirus disease 
2019 (Covid-19),SM Su-
permalls and SM Affili-
ates are ramping up its 
vaccination program for 
employees, with 94% 
team members  having 
received at least one 
dose as of August 8th.

The SM Store employee KM Bruto got his vaccine un-
der the SM Vaccination Program, he is one of the 400 
SM employees in Laguna that got the first dose last 

August 16th at SM City San Pablo.
	 VACCINATION. In a strong drive to support national recovery, SM 
ordered over 500,000 doses of COVID-19 vaccines for its employees and 

DOST commits S&T project in Victoria

Department of Science and Technology commits P410,000 worth science and 
technology project in Victoria, Tarlac. (Mayor Christian Yap)

	 Department of 
Science and Technology 
(DOST) has committed a 
P410,000 worth science 
and technology project in 
Victoria, Tarlac.
 	 The Establish-
ment of Veggie Bread Pro-
cessing and Upgrading of 
Organic Fertilizer Produc-
tion through Adoption of 
Appropriate Technologies 
will be earmarked under 
the agency’s Grants-in-
Aid Program and is part of 
Project Municipal Innova-
tion through Science and 
Technology (MIST).
 	 DOST Provincial 
Director Karen Dañez said 
the project for the munic-
ipality of Victoria has two 
components.
 	 “The first compo-
nent aims to support the 
feeding program of the lo-
cal government to promote 
health and wellness, while 
the second component 

aims to manage waste to 
productive byproduct,” she 
furthered.
 	 B iodegradable 
waste including those from 
the veggie bread produc-
tion will be processed into 
organic fertilizer. The or-
ganic fertilizer then will be 
used in producing vegeta-
bles for the veggie bread 
production.
 	 DOST will pro-
vide equipment both for 
the veggie bread produc-
tion and the biodegradable 
waste management.
 	 For his part, May-
or Christian Yap extended 
his gratitude to the agency 
for the project that will ben-
efit their community. 
 	 “With humble 
heart and warm thanksgiv-
ing, Victoria recognizes the 
valuable support and great 
effort of DOST for granting 
us numerous projects for 
the development of our 

livelihood programs in the 
municipality,” he said.
 	 “Through this 
project, we will be able to 
contribute economically to 
our livelihood beneficia-
ries by creating new op-
portunities for them, and 
would also greatly contrib-
ute in efficiently dealing 
with our material wastes,” 
the official added.
 	 As first of its kind 
in Central Luzon, Project 
MIST is a collaborative 
effort of DOST Tarlac, 
provincial government of 
Tarlac and its local gov-
ernment units (LGUs) in 
partnership with Tarlac 
State University and Phil-
ippine Information Agen-
cy. 
 It targets to bring sub-
stantial science and tech-
nology innovations closer 
to the people with the ac-
tive involvement of LGUs.  
(CLJD/GLSB-PIA 3)

CALABARZON DELTA CASES NOW AT 148

	 Department of Health (DOH)- CALABARZON (Cavite, Laguna, Batangas, 
Rizal and Quezon) Regional Epidemiology and Surveillance Unit (RESU) today dis-
closed a total of 148 cases of the dreaded Delta Variant in the region.
	 From the five provinces Laguna tops the list with 48 recorded cases; Cavite 
follows with 44 cases; Rizal with 33; Batangas with 15; and Quezon with 8 Delta vari-
ant cases.
	 According to Regional Director Eduardo C. Janairo from the total of 148 
Delta Variant cases, 4 are fully vaccinated, 13 have taken single dose, 58 have no 
vaccination and 81 are for still for verification. Cont. on page 3

for donation to the National Govern-
ment. With the arrival of some of these 
vaccines last June 25, SM immediately 
rolled out free vaccination for its em-
ployees to complement efforts where 
two-thirds of its employees have already 
been vaccinated.
	 The vaccination program is 
a joint effort of all the SM companies 
that include SM Investments, SM Prime 
Holdings, SM Retail and portfolio com-
panies, BDO Unibank, Inc. and China 
Banking Corporation.
	 The program, dubbed “#SMI-
LOVEMYJAB” targets to inoculate 
100% SM employees this year. “We 
hope to keep this momentum until all of 
our consenting colleagues and SM Af-
filiates have received the vaccine. This 

is part of our commitment to helping the 
government reach its target of vaccinating 
a majority of the population” SM City San 
Pablo PR Manager Ms. Nina Wong said.
	 Through a consortium of public 
and private agencies that have procured 
vaccines for the Philippines, SM secured 
AstraZeneca doses for its employees with 
Zuellig as the vaccination partner.
	 “I feel more safe and secure af-
ter getting vaccinated, said KM Bruto, The 
SM Store employee. SM City Santa Rosa 
,SM City Calamba and SM malls nation-
wide are being used as vaccination hubs 
for a safe, convenientand accessible ven-
ue in partnership with LGUs.SM Vaccina-
tion initiatives are in support of the coun-
tries’ national recovery.

weeklynewsdatelat2015@gmail.com
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	EDITORYAL:
	 Only the other day, on August 12, govern-
ments and citizens around the world marked Interna-
tional Youth Day and once more brought attention to 
the problems faced by those in the 15-24 or 18-30 
age bracket.
	 Beyond doubt, the youth, in the Philippine 
setting, nearly 40 percent of the already registered 
voters for the May 2022 elections, can be a positive 
force for development with the knowledge and oppor-
tunities they need to use in the runup to the right of 
suffrage.
	 Worldwide, there are 1.2 billion young peo-
ple aged 15 to 24 years, accounting for 16 percent of 
the global population, with projections suggesting that 
by 2030 the number of youth would have grown by 7 
percent to nearly 1.3 billion.
	 Back home, the youth of the Philippines, as 
defined by the National Youth Commission, are facing 
challenges, particularly this time of the coronavirus 
pandemic and the forthcoming general elections in 
May 2022, when a new national leadership would be 
chosen by the projected more than 60 million regis-
tered voters from the 110 million population.
	 The National Youth Commission has 
stressed now and then its three objectives:
	 Improved enabling conditions for youth par-
ticipation in governance, society, and development;     
Increased contribution of and benefit for the youth in 
the attainment of Mid-Term Development goals;     

Day of the Youth

Aug. 23-29, 2021
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EXTRA JUDICIAL
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT THE ESTATE 
OF THE LATE ANGELITA LICTAWA QUITORIA-
NO HAS BEEN EXTRA-JUDICIALLY SETTLED 
BY HER HEIRS THRU EXTRAJUDICIAL SET-
TLEMENT OF ESTATE AS PER DOC. NO. 439 ; 
PAGE NO. 89 ; BOOK NO. 109 ; SERIES OF 2021, 
BEFORE NOTARY PUBLIC  ATTY. CESARIO  G. 
GONZALES JR.

Dateline Weekly Newspapers:
Aug. 16, 23 & 30, 2021

	 Improved access to quality basic ser-
vices and social protection through enabling poli-
cies.     
	 Today, the Filipino youth stand at the 
crossroads of the country’s history, the challeng-
es high on their eye range, as they mobilize their 
force to help battle against the pandemic—with 
infections and deaths rising, with their acquired 
talent and other skills while confronting the chal-
lenges of volunteerism.
	 Note, for instance, that in the Philippines, 
which has the largest generation of young people 
in its history, 30 million young people between the 
ages of 10 and 24 account for 28 percent of the 
population: 68 percent of the interviewed youth 
indicated their participation in political matters is 
that of a follower and 62 percent said they seldom 
act as the leader-initiator of resolutions.     
	 Only one out of four youth indicated that 
they are protest-initiators or activists in political is-
sues, the majority (89 percent) of the young peo-
ple feel that they have to be informed, involved, 
and consulted by adults and youth leaders on 
matters related to youth development.     
The youth can properly be a positive force in help-
ing disseminate the importance of participation in 
the presidential elections next year.
They owe it to themselves and the generations af-
ter them to encourage people to register and vote. 
The country’s future is in their hands

 

	 In the issues of DATELINE Newspaper Weekly dated 
December 16, 23, and 30, 2019 it committed an error in publish-
ing the following Notice, to wit:

	 Notice is hereby given that the estate of the late SO-
NIA C. BONDAD, consisting of two parcels of land (Lot 1009-A-
1 of the subd. plan Psd-04-043166, being a portion of Lot 1009-
A, (LRC) Psd-111060, L.R.C. Rec. No.   ) situated in the Brgy. 
of Bucana, Mun. of Naic, Prov. of Cavite.xxxxconsisting of ONE 
HUNDRED (1000) SQUARE METERS embraced and covered 
by Transfer Certificate of Title No. T-380040 and Lot 451 of the 
Naic Estate as shown on Plan Rs-04-003182, L.R.C. Rec. No. 
) situated in the Poblacion, Mun. of Naic, Prov. of Cavite.xxxx-
consisting of FOUR HUNDRED EIGHTEEN (418) SQUARE 
METERS, both of the Registry of Cavite Province, have been 
the subject of an Addendum to an Extra-Judicial Settlement 
of Estate of the Deceased among the legal heirs With Waiver 
of Rights as per Doc.No.327; Page No.67; Book No. XXI and 
series of 2019 of Notary Public Jameswell M. Resus of Naic, 
Cavite.

It is corrected to read as follows:

            Notice is hereby given that the estate of the late SO-
NIA C. BONDAD, consisting of two parcels of land (Lot 1009-
A-1 of the subd. plan Psd-04-043166, being a portion of Lot 
1009-A, (LRC) Psd-111060, L.R.C. Rec. No.   ) situated in the 
Brgy. of Bucana, Mun. of Naic, Prov. of Cavite.xxxxconsisting 
of ONE THOUSAND (1000) SQUARE METERS embraced and 
covered by Transfer Certificate of Title No. T-380040 and Lot 
451 of the Naic Estate as shown on Plan Rs-04-003182, L.R.C. 
Rec. No. ) situated in the Poblacion, Mun. of Naic, Prov. of 
Cavite.xxxxconsisting of FOUR HUNDRED EIGHTEEN (418) 
SQUARE METERS, both of the Registry of Cavite Province, 
have been the subject of an Addendum to an Extra-Judicial Set-
tlement of Estate of the Deceased among the legal heirs With 
Waiver of Rights as per Doc.No.327; Page No.67; Book No. 
XXI and Series of 2019 of Notary Public Jameswell M. Resus 
of Naic, Cavite.

Dateline Weekly Newspapers:
Aug. 23,  30 & Sept. 06, 2021

E R R A T U M

 
N O T I C E

Notice is hereby given that the estate of the late MA. ROSA 
ALVARO consisting of seven (7) parcels of land known as 1. Lot 
No.69 of the subd. plan (LRC) PSd-163913 being a portion of 
Lot 1445, Naic Estate  LRC Rec. No. 8340) situated at Timalan, 
Naic, Cavite consisting of an area of THREE HUNDRED EIGHT  
(308) SQUARE METERS embraced and covered by TCT No. 
057-2016013724; 2. Lot No.1452-I-8 of the subd. plan (LRC) 
Psd-282465 approved as non-sub. project, being a portion of 
Lot 1452-I (LRC) Psd-2811777 LRC Rec. No. 8340) situated 
at Poblacion, Naic, Cavite consisting of an area of FIVE HUN-
DRED EIGHTY THREE  (583) SQUARE METERS embraced 
and covered by TCT No. 057-2016013725; 3. Lot No. 1452-I-
7 of the subd. plan (LRC) Psd-282465 approved as non-sub. 
project, being a portion of Lot 1452-I (LRC) Psd-2811777 LRC 
Rec. No. 8340) situated at Poblacion, Naic, Cavite consisting 
of an area of SIX HUNDRED FIVE  (605) SQUARE METERS 
emvraced and covered by TCT No. 057-2011002050; 4. Lot 
No.1452-I-6 of the subd. plan (LRC) Psd-282465 approved 
as non-sub. project, being a portion of Lot 1452-I (LRC) Psd-
2811777 LRC Rec. No. 8340) situated at Poblacion, Naic, 
Cavite consisting of an area of TWO HUNDRED NINETY 
SEVEN  (297) SQUARE METERS embraced and covered by 
TCT No.T-836456; 5. Lot No. 1452-I-2 of the subd. plan (LRC) 
Psd-282465 approved as non-sub. project, being a portion of 
Lot 1452-I (LRC) Psd-2811777 LRC Rec. No. 8340) situated 
at Poblacion, Naic, Cavite consisting of an area of ONE HUN-
DRED SEVENTY SIX  (176) SQUARE METERS embraced and 
covered by TCT No.T-374032; 6. Lot No. 1452-I-1 of the subd. 
plan (LRC) Psd-282465 approved as non-sub. project, being a 
portion of Lot 1452-I (LRC) Psd-2811777 LRC Rec. No. 8340) 
situated at Poblacion, Naic, Cavite consisting of an area of 
THREE HUNDRED TWENTY FOUR  (324) SQUARE METERS 
embraced and covered by TCT No.T-374031; and 7. Lot No. 
1452-I-3 of the subd. plan (LRC) Psd-282465 approved as non-
sub. project, being a portion of Lot 1452-I (LRC) Psd-2811777 
LRC Rec. No. 8340) situated at Poblacion, Naic, Cavite con-
sisting of an area of TWO HUNDRED FIFTY  (250) SQUARE 
METERS embraced and covered by TCT No.T-103043,  all of 
the Register of Deeds of Cavite Province, have been the subject 
of a Deed of Self-Adjudication as per Doc.No.440; Page No.88; 
Book No. XXII and series of 2021 of Notary Public Jameswell M. 
Resus of Naic, Cavite.

Dateline Weekly Newspapers:
Aug. 23, 30 & Sept. 06, 2021

	 The Development Budget Coordination 
Committee (DBCC) revised its growth assumptions 
for FY 2021 from 6.0 to 7.0 percent to 4.0 to 5.0 per-
cent in light of the reimposition of stricter mobility re-
strictions in various areas of the country to effectively 
address the heightened risks brought about by the 
COVID-19 Delta variant.
	 In the first half of 2021, our careful balanc-
ing of COVID-19 and non-COVID-19 risks allowed 
us to improve GDP growth to 11.8 percent in Q2 
2021. Without the present spike, the original growth 
target of 6.0 to 7.0 percent would have been achiev-
able. However, with the global emergence of the 
Delta variant, the second half growth outlook was re-
vised downwards to reflect the additional restrictions 
imposed by the government, which are necessary to 
curb its spread.
	 Our strategy is to continue managing the 
risks carefully by imposing granular quarantines, 
while allowing a vast number of people to earn a liv-
ing. We will continue to use this period to accelerate 
the roll-out of the vaccination program. As of August 
15, a total of 27.8 million doses have been adminis-
tered, consisting of 15.2 million and 12.6 million for 
the first and second dose, respectively. Rest assured 
that we will continue to work closely with the local 
government units and the private sector to acceler-
ate the country’s vaccination rates.
	 Last August 5, the country recorded an all-
time high of 710,482 jabs in a day, while in the past 
week, the total average daily jabs reached more than 
475,000. At this rate, and with recent vaccine deliv-
eries arriving as scheduled, we are confident that 
we can inoculate the required number of individuals, 
particularly in the densely populated areas, by the 
end of 2021. We expect that this will significantly 
reduce the need for wide-scale quarantines, espe-
cially in key economic centers where the majority of 
Filipinos work. In this regard, the DBCC retained its 
growth targets for 2022 at 7.0 to 9.0 percent, and for 
2023 and 2024 at 6.0 to 7.0 percent.
	 The DBCC will continue to monitor the ef-
fects of the Delta variant and the enforcement of 
community quarantines, and proactively manage the 
risks to help the economy recover. (PR)

Review of the Growth 
Assumptions for FY 2021
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	 Senator Win Gatchalian assailed energy offi-
cials’ apparent indifference in arresting any possibility 
of rotational brownouts during the election period next 
year, when the country’s estimated 60 million voters will 
exercise their right to choose their leaders in the nation-
al and local levels.
	 “This is unacceptable! Kaya tayo merong De-
partment of Energy ay para siguraduhing meron tayong 
kuryente all the time. Isa lang ang trabaho ng DOE, yan 
ay siguraduhin na may kuryente tayo. So, it’s unaccept-
able na even an iota or possibility of brownouts during 
the election period ay hahayaan nilang mangyari. It’s 
their job to address that situation,” Gatchalian empha-
sized.
	 The Senate Energy Committee Chairperson 
lamented DOE Secretary Alfonso Cusi’s lack of any cat-
egorical statement in ensuring the sufficiency of power 
supply when this early, energy officials already forecast-
ed the thinning of power supply on election day and 
thereafter.
	 He adds that as early as now, the DOE should 
identify solutions and undertake steps to ensure there 
will be no brownouts during the 2022 elections.
	 “Importante na proactive tayo. Nakita natin na 
tuwing summer may ganitong banta so as early as now 
gumagawa na tayo dapat ng paraan. For example, pina-
ka mabilis diyan ay scheduling. ‘Yung ating mga planta 
dapat ngayon pa lang nire-repair na nila, kumuha na ng 
spare parts, ayusin na nila para pagdating ng summer, 
tuloy-tuloy ang suplay ng kuryente,” Gatchalian said.
	 “Alam naman natin na pagdating ng March ay 
maraming nagme-maintain ng planta at marami ring na-
sisira. Kaya dapat ngayon pa lang pinapalitan na ang 
spare parts at agahan ang pagme-maintain para hindi 
umabot uli sa summer season,“ he added.
	 Gatchalian said his Committee on Energy will 
resume its hearing towards the end of the year in prepa-
ration for next year.
	 “We do not want any cloud of doubt pagdat-
ing sa automated elections natin. ‘Yan ang mga typi-
cal sources ng pagdududa, yung brownout at walang 
kuryente,” Gatchalian said in reference to the integrity 
and accuracy of election results as under existing law, 
the counting of ballots cast is carried out via an automat-
ed system.

DOE’s lack of assurance of 
brownout-free elections next 

year is unnacceptable!

Aug. 23-29, 2021

HONEST GUARD RETURNS LOST PHONE TO FOOD DELIVERY RIDER
	 SM CITY BA-
COOR, CAVITE – Imag-
ine being a Delivery Rid-
er with tons of people 
sending food orders and 
requests, only to find out 
that you lost your phone, 
which you use to make 
a living, in the middle of 
a busy mall during the 
pandemic. Not the best 
day for a mall shopper 
who found out that he 
lost his phone as he was 
rushing his way into the 
mall to get all the orders 
he needed. Good thing 
there are still honest em-
ployees, who upholds 
their integrity more than 
any material thing they 
could gain from keeping 
something they found 
that aren’t theirs.

	 This is the commendable act LG Mylene Mau-
rillo of  Combined Blue Dragon Security and Services 
recently did when she found a lost phone unattended 

at the mall entrance of SM 
City Bacoor. The honest 
guard never hesitated to 
surrender and return the 
lost phone which belong to 
a food delivery rider. The 
phone was then returned 
at the malls CRS Office 
where the owner thanked 
the honest employee for 
her good deed.
	 This deed is re-
flective of SM´s Corporate 
value of honesty and in-
tegrity and bespeaks well 
of the attribute of a good 
member of SM Security 
force, worthy of praise 
and emulation, LG MYL-
ENE MAURILLO brought 
honor and pride not only 
to herself, her family and 
security agency but also 
to SM group of companies 
in general.

SM CITY MOLINO, SM CENTER IMUS, CAVITE - 
Looking for fast and easy way to satisfy your crav-
ings? Check out these quick guides on the restau-
rants and fast food open for take-out, pick-up, and 
delivery! For more info on the available DELIVERY 
RIDERS at SM City Molino and SM Center Imus 
and Center Concierge, you may check https://bit.
ly/393b61r http://bit.ly/quickasaclickdelivery or call 
09217013654 / 09276628828. Grab your favorites 
now!

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT THE ESTATE 
OF THE LATE  ANGELITA LICTAWA QUITORIA-
NO HAS BEEN EXTRA-JUDICIALLY SETTLED 
BY HER HEIRS THRU DEED OF EXTRAJUDICIAL 
SETTLEMENT AS PER DOC. NO. 447 ; PAGE NO. 
91 ; BOOK NO. 109 ; SERIES OF 2021, BEFORE 
NOTARY PUBLIC  ATTY. CESARIO  G. GONZA-
LES JR.

Dateline Weekly Newspapers:
Aug. 16, 23 & 30, 2021

EXTRA JUDICIAL

	 The Philippine Guarantee Corp. (PhilGuar-
antee) has provided guarantees to loans in the agri-
culture sector amounting to P3.5 billion in the first half 
of 2021, which is already 95 percent of the state firm’s  
target of P3.7 billon for this entire year. 
	 According to PhilGuarantee president-CEO 
Alberto Pascual,  the loans guaranteed through the 
firm’s  partner-lending institutions (PLIs) have thus far 
benefited 35,360 small farmers and fisherfolk. 
	 Pascual said in his report to Finance Secre-
tary and PhilGuarantee chairman Carlos Dominguez 
III that the crops subsector accounted for the bulk of 
the guaranteed loans, with P3.35 billion or 96 percent 
covered  over the January-June 2021 period. 
	 “For second quarter 2021, guaranteed  
loans to the agriculture sector by 47 PLIs have al-
ready reached P3.499 billion, which is already 95 per-
cent of the 2021 target of P3.675 billion, benefitting 
35,360 small farmers and fisherfolk.  The outstanding 
balance as of 30 June 2021 amounted to P1.247 bil-
lion,” Pascual said in his report. 
	 As the administrator of the Agricultural Guar-
antee Fund Pool (AGFP), PhilGuarantee encourages 
its PLIs to lend to small farmers and fisherfolks  or 
their organizations, by providing guarantee coverage 
to their unsecured agricultural production loans.
	 The livestock subsector came in second in 
terms of the amount of guaranteed loans as of June 
of this year, with borrowings amounting to P112.63 
million, followed by fisheries with P27.86 million; and 
poultry with P12.03 million. 
	 “Since the beginning of the COVID-19 crisis 
in March 2020, PhilGuarantee lost no time to enable 
its mandate and respond to the clarion call of the gov-
ernment to provide assistance to affected agri-based 
workers by way of its guarantee program,” Pascual 
said. 
	 Pascual said that last year, PhilGuarantee’s 
approved guarantee lines to 41 PLIs extending loans 
to the agriculture sector amounted to P5.14 billion, 
with guaranteed loans totaling P4.25 billion. 
	 “This amount is 21.4 percent beyond our 
goal of P3.5 billion and resulted into assisting 48,038 
small farmers and fisherfolk  nationwide. Outstand-
ing balance as of 31 December 2020 amounted to 
P401.5 million,” Pascual said. 
	 During  the Enhanced Community Quaran-
tine (ECQ) period last year,  Pascual said  the Phil-
Guarantee Governing Board approved the reduction 
of the rate of guarantee fee from 1 percent  to 0.5 
percent and the increase of the guarantee coverage 
from 85 percent to 90 percent  of the loan amount for 
palay farmers borrowing through the AGFP. 
	 These measures were effective from April 
15 to July 15, 2020. (PR)

PhilGuarantee. . .

	 “Also, from the total number of cases, 102 are 
local cases, 24 are returning OFWs and 22 are for verifi-
cation. Napakaimportante na tayo po ay mabakunahan 
para magkaroon po tayo ng karagdagang proteksyon 
laban sa virus. Sa datos po ay makikita natin na mas 
maraming nahahawa na hindi nabakunahan kaya 
nananawagan po kami sa mga hindi pa nabakunahan 
na magparehistro napo sa inyong mga LGU upang ma-
bigyan ng bakuna,” he advised residents.
	 Janairo added that there are no active Delta-
Variant cases in the region. “We have 56 recoveries and 
only 2 deaths recorded.”
	 The regional office has initiated “Project DEL-
TA” (Detect Early Local Transmission through Antigen 
Testing) to all the provinces with Delta variant cases to 
immediate stop the spread of the virus in the community.
	 For Covid-19 cases, as of August 17, 2021, 
there were 2,929 new cases added. There is now a to-
tal of 230,599 cases in the region. Active cases are at 
22,004 while 201,670 have recovered. A total of 6,925 
died from the virus.
	 “Rest assured that the regional office together 
with the local government units are working together to 
prevent the further spread of the Covid virus in the re-
gion.  Continue to follow community health protocols, 
stay at home, stay safe and get vaccinated!”  Janairo 
emphasized.

CALABARZON . . .

 FROM  PAGE 1



			 

	 In its pursuit to 
advance its digitization 
initiatives, CARD-MRI 
Development Institute 
(CMDI), in partnership 
with CARD MRI Hijos 
Tours, will launch its first 
ever Tourism e-Laborato-
ry in CMDI Tagum, Davao 
del Norte on July 16, 
2021. 
	 The students of 
BS Tourism Management 
in CMDI Tagum will get to 
experience the new ex-
perimental tourism labo-
ratory, which is a crucial 
step in producing tour-
ism-related videos, 360° 
virtual reality (VR) tours, 
marketing activities, and 
other fun tour programs 
anchored in the vision of 
CARD MRI to eradicate 
poverty through educa-
tion and tourism. 
	 With the estab-
lishment of the Tourism 
e-Laboratory, CMDI aims 
to give the students a 

chance to explore the 
possibilities of digitiza-
tion, especially during 
the pandemic. 
	 The e-Labora-
tory can host students 
and faculty members of 
CMDI as well as partners, 
stakeholders, and clients 
of CARD MRI once in-per-
son tours are permitted 
and more travel bubbles 
are set up in the country. 
With this, travelers, espe-
cially Nanays from Mind-
anao, can virtually travel 
to Luzon and Visayas 
through the 360° videos 
and other virtual reality 
tours produced in the 
Tourism e-Laboratory.  
	 Tours that will 
be curated inside the lab-
oratory will include desti-
nations from the five tour 
programs of Hijos Tours 
namely San Pablo City in 
Laguna, Baguio in Ben-
guet, Samar and Leyte 
in Visayas, Iloilo, and 
Davao. 
Responding to the pan-

demic through virtual re-
ality 
	 Among the heav-
ily-impacted industries 
in the Philippines due to 
the COVID-19 pandemic 
is tourism. To make sure 
this challenge will not af-
fect the purpose of Hijos 
Tours to celebrate peo-
ple, art, and culture, they 
looked for a way to contin-
ue bringing their services 
to Filipino communities.
	 “We were chal-
lenged to explore various 
mediums and technolo-
gies to push tourism amid 
the many challenges our 
country is facing today. 
With the pandemic under-
way, we saw how virtual 
reality is a viable technol-
ogy that we can adapt to 
reinforce our purpose,” 
Hijos Tours President and 
Chairperson Marilyn M. 
Manila said.
	 According to 
Manila, VR can also be a 
form of tourism marketing, 
which is a way to keep the 
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institution under the radar 
of travelers. “VR opens the 
opportunity for us to mar-
ket our destinations so that 
our institution will remain 
on top of the minds of our 
travelers.”
	 With VR as one 
of its adapted mediums, 
Hijos Tours came up with 
the idea of integrating VR 
into the program of CMDI 
Tagum’s Tourism Manage-
ment students. 
	 “Through VR, we 
can recreate our culture, 
revive the past, preserve 
our heritage, and make 
room for edutainment (ed-
ucation and entertainment) 
in our curriculum,” said 
Manila.
	 Manila added 
that visitors who do not 
have access to internet 
infrastructures and smart-
phones may enjoy travel-
ing virtually through the 
installment of the Tour-
ism e-Laboratory, which 
houses an LCD Projector, 
Samsung Tablets, and VR 

goggles for projecting self-paced VR tours, 
promotional videos, and 360° VR tours. 
	 “The pandemic really helped us re-
evaluate and improve the things we do for 
our students,” said CMDI Senior Executive 
Vice President/Chief Operating Officer Dr. 
Edzel A. Ramos. He added, “As we continue 
to convert our services online, we saw the 
need to install the Tourism e-Laboratory to 
maximize e-learning for our students. We 
believe that this is a great way to really im-
merse them in the field of tourism especially 
as we transition to a New Normal in this day 
and age.”
	 A brainchild of Hijos Tours, the 
Tourism e-Laboratory fulfills one of the key 
strategies of CARD MRI in its 10-20-80 cam-
paign to reinforce digitization in education 
and tourism and to reach out to more part-
ners and communities by means of its tech-
nological initiatives. 
	 The 10-20-80 campaign is a strate-
gic direction of CARD MRI which means that 
in 10 years, it will reach 20 million clients 
and provide insurance to 80 million individu-
als. (PR)

CMDI to launch first ever Tourism 
e-Laboratory in Tagum campus

The collaboration between Japanese 
fashion brand Miniso with Coca-Cola 
brings a double dose of happiness, giv-
ing a new vitality to shopping with the 
fusion of young and classic brands.
	 Miniso is positioned as a life-
style product retailer that young people 
want to visit, and the brand tone of Co-
ca-Cola is happy and simple. Signifi-
cantly, both have red and white logos: 
Coca-Cola with its “Spencerian” script 
that has captured the heart of genera-
tions of consumers; while Miniso’s red 
and graphic logo that advocates “Life is 
for fun” and aims to deliver well-made 
and highly-designed goods at a reason-

CONCEPCION, TUGADE EXPLORE 
DEPLOYMENT OF BUSES FOR 
FULLY-VAXXED PASSENGERS

Presidential Adviser for 
Entrepreneurship and Go 
Negosyo founder Joey 
Concepcion and Trans-
portation Secretary Arthur 
Tugade are exploring the 
possibility of vaccinating 
the country’s public utili-
ty bus drivers, in a bid to 
deploy buses for fully vac-
cinated passengers in the 
National Capital Region 
(NCR).    By doing so, 
the public transportation 
system will become part 
of the protective ‘bubble,’ 
which is based on Con-
cepcion’s proposal to cre-
ate micro-herd immunity 
in small spaces, such as 
homes and workplaces as 
part of the overall effort to 
safely reopen more parts 
of the battered economy. 
	 “We are looking 
at deploying buses for 
fully-vaccinated passen-
gers to protect them from 
getting infected by the 
unvaccinated ones. With 
this, our public transpor-
tation can actually bridge 
the gap between homes 
and workplaces, which 
will in turn help us cre-
ate ‘micro-herd immunity’ 
through the safety pro-
vided by these protective 
bubbles,” Concepcion 
said.   He shared that this 
so-called bubble in work-
places is actually a grow-
ing trend given the inten-
sified vaccination rollouts 
in the country.   ‘In fact, 

I’m glad to share that most 
of the factory workers in 
my company are already 
vaccinated, and with this, 
our company actually cre-
ates ‘micro-herd immunity’ 
in their workplaces,” Con-
cepcion expressed. 
	 Meanwhile, Tu-
gade expressed his grati-
tude to Concepcion for his 
efforts to help the coun-
try defeat the prolonged 
COVID-19 pandemic.    
“Thank you Sir Joey for 
all your assistance for us 
to defeat the pandemic. 
Rest assured, we’ll sup-
port your initiatives for us 
to quell the spread of the 
virus. The entire Depart-
ment [of Transportation] 
is willing to assist side-by-
side,” he said in Filipino.   
To hasten the vaccina-
tion of drivers across the 
country, Tugade asked 
Concepcion for help in 
accessing 40,000 doses 
of vaccines for drivers, 
who are going to be at the 
forefront of these buses 
for the fully vaccinated.    
“We are seeking for your 
assistance on 40,000 
doses of vaccines for us 

to immediately vaccinate 
our drivers,” Tugade said.   
Concepcion said he would 
do his best to make this 
possible.  
	 M e a n w h i l e , 
Nagkakaisang Sama-
han ng Nangangasiwa 
ng Panlalawigang Bus 
sa Pilipinas, Inc. (NSN-
PBPI) President Vincent 
Rondaris expressed his 
gratitude for allowing the 
transport group to discuss 
their concerns with the na-
tional government.    “We 
thank you for having a 
meeting with us since this 
is an avenue for us to ask 
for more vaccines for our 
group,” he said, “We also 
would like to have addi-
tional vaccines so we can 
finally increase our vehi-
cles’ operational capaci-
ty.”  Meanwhile, DOTr As-
sistant Secretary for Road 
Transport and Infrastruc-
ture Steven Pastor shared 
the recent assistance from 
the private sector through 
the ‘Tsuperhero: Vacci-
nation Drive,” which was 
launched three weeks 
ago. (PR)

able price for shoppers to better enjoy a 
quality of life on a budget. 
	 With this, the Miniso X Coca 
Cola Collection comes in classic red and 
white, with designs that are vintage, fash-
ionable, and creative yet functional items. 
These include mugs and tumblers, tote 
bags, keychain with bottle opener, cos-
metic pouch, lunch bags and other novel-
ty pieces.
Conveniently shop for your favorite Miniso 
X Coca Cola items in-store or online via 
shop.minisoph.com. For more updates, 
follow MinisoPhilippines in Facebook and 
Miniso PH in Instagram.
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