
VOL. XVIII   >   No. 5>    May 10-16, 2021  >  P10.00

heidelitalat@yahoo.com ISSN NO. 2619-8185

ADVERTISE WITH US * Contact: Cell. Nos. 0928 168 2584/0955 155 2764ADVERTISE WITH US * Contact: Cell. Nos. 0928 168 2584/0955 155 2764ADVERTISE WITH US * Contact: Cell. Nos. 0928 168 2584/0955 155 2764ADVERTISE WITH US * Contact: Cell. Nos. 09753289576/09551552764

P.3

Cayetano: 
Duterte not 
surrendering 
West Philip-
pine Sea

PHL calls  for 
public-private 
sector
partnerships 
on vaccine,
other medical 
needs to 
end COVID-19pdemic
Finance Secretary Carlos Dominguez III has underscored the need for public-private 
partnerships in the development and mass production of vaccines and other medical 
requirements to help end the prolonged COVID-19 pandemic.

SM City Rosario has good news for you!
Are you ready for some good news #SMFam? Get 
the chance to be one of the five (5) lucky winners 
to receive P 2,000 worth of groceries for six months 
from SM Supermarket! Just shop at any SM City 
Rosario store or purchase P5,000 worth of items 
from SM Markets Online from May 5 to July 5 to earn 
e-raffle entries. 
Just follow these easy steps:

 1. Scan the QR code in the ad or visit https://
gosm.link/SM_eRaffle
 2. Enter your mobile number
 3. Register with your complete details
 4. Enter receipt details and upload the offi-
cial receipt image
 Visit the link for the full promo mechanics: 
http://bit.ly/SMROGroceriesOnUsPromo 
 Per DTI Fair Trade Permit No. R4A – Cav 
092, Series of 2021 
#YourGroceriesOnUs #SMCityRosario

CARD MRI Founder talks about good
governance in RIMANSI Lecture Series 2021

In celebration of the 16th 
Annual General Meet-
ing of Microinsurance 
MBA Association of the 
Philippines Inc. (MiMAP/
RIMANSI), a lecture se-
ries entitled “Promot-
ing Good Governance 
through Strengthened 
MBA-MFI/Coop Partner-
ship” was held via Zoom 
videoconferencing on 
March 22, 2021.
 A total of 70 par-
ticipants from the board 
managers and senior 
staff of the Mi-MBAs and 
its partner microfinance 
institutions and coopera-
tives attended the activity. 
 To discuss 
about the key elements, 
principles, challenges, 
and recommendations in 
strengthening and sus-
taining their partnerships 
towards the promotion 
and practice of good 
governance, MiMAP/
RIMANSI invited CARD 
MRI Founder and Chair-
man Emeritus Dr. Jaime 
Aristotle B. Alip to share 
about CARD MRI’s tested 
and proven model for a 
mutually beneficial part-
nership.  

 Dr. Alip spoke 
about the key principles 
of the CARD MRI mod-
el, “Since we established 
CARD MRI in 1986, our 
main focus is the poor 
women in the marginal-
ized sector and hard-to-
reach areas. Together 
with other development 
practitioners, we saw 
how these women needs 
our support especially in 
terms of financial access.” 
He emphasized that since 
then, the institution imple-
ments a holistic develop-
ment approach in serving 
clients.  
 In sustaining 
the CARD MRI model, 
Dr. Alip talked about how 
they faced the challenges 
through the years. “The 
idea back then was to 
establish a microfinance 
institution that provides 
financial services to cli-
ents. As time goes by, we 
observed that many of our 
clients also needed secu-
rity in times of uncertain-
ties.” 
In 1999, CARD MRI es-
tablished its microinsur-
ance arm, the CARD 
Mutual Benefit Associa-

tion (CARD MBA). “Even 
though we didn’t have 
enough background about 
the microinsurance indus-
try, we dealt with it and 
eventually gained suffi-
cient knowledge from in-
dividuals who selflessly 
shared their expertise with 
us.”
 To ensure that 
products and services 
were responsive to the 
needs of clients, the CARD 
MRI management decided 
to give the leadership to 
the clients. “We, at CARD 
MRI, nurture and value the 
comments and sugges-
tions from our clients. We 
listen and give them the 
opportunity to take a step 
forward to speak in behalf 
of their fellow clients. We 
also admire their sense 
of responsibility. Many of 
them already changed 
their lives.”

MINISO SUPER SALE AT SM CITY 
BACOOR

Cont. on Page 2

 As part of its 
strategy to promote good 
governance, CARD MRI 
and CARD MBA ensure 
financial transparency to 
its clients. Dr. Alip em-
phasized that sharing the 
financial status to clients 
is a good strategy to gain 
and see that the institution 
is on the right path. “We 
regularly report monthly 
financial status and in-
ternal audit. Annually, we 
conduct external audit 
from reputable audit firms 
to see if the procedures 
were strictly followed and 
implemented.”
 Dr. Alip conclud-
ed that  CARD MBA to-
gether with other social 
development institutions 
under CARD MRI will 
push its charge is pursu-
ing its mission to eradi-
cate poverty in the county.

SM CITY BACO-
OR, CAVITE - Get 
ready for Miniso’s 
SUPERSALE! Get 
up to 70% offon 
selected MINISO 
Items. Lots of 
items on 50% 
OFF plus get 
an addition-
al 10% OFF 
if the purchased amount reaches P1,000 or UP TO 
20% OFF if your purchase amount reaches P1,500 
or more! Staying home?  Shop conveniently at 
shop.minisoph.com or head straight to Miniso SM 
City Bacoor to get only the best deal this month of 
May. Promo runs from May 3-16, 2021.
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EDITORYAL:
It makes sense to make Metro Manila and other 
COVID-19 hotspots a priority in the vaccination drive. 
Urban and industrial centers are the most efficient 
breeding ground of the virus because of the dense 
population in these areas. Immunizing a greater part 
of these populated areas will greatly diminish the vi-
rus spread.
 The National Task Force Against COVID-19 
chief implementer Carlito Galvez Jr. early this 
week offered the option to make the vaccination of 
COVID-19 hotspots a priority, especially the National 

Capital Region which accounts for the bulk of the coun-
try’s gross domestic product.
 Metro Manila hosts thousands of restaurants 
and fast-food and retail outlets that employ several mil-
lions. They contribute 42.6 percent of the services sec-
tor’s total output nationwide, while the industrial sector 
in the capital region accounts for 20.8 percent.
 Metro Manila and nearby provinces of Lagu-
na, Cavite, Rizal, and Bulacan clearly contribute to the 
majority of the country’s economic production. Inocu-
lating the majority of the population in these areas will 
also facilitate the government’s goal of achieving herd 
immunity, or inoculating 70 percent of the country’s total 
population.
 The early vaccination of Metro Manila and oth-
er urban and industrial centers in the Philippines will 
hopefully lead to laxer quarantine rules and the further 

Vaccine priority areas

reopening of the economy. Economic Planning Sec-
retary Karl Kendrick Chua has stressed that prolong-
ing the modified enhanced community quarantine 
status of Metro Manila and the nearby four provinces 
will only constrict economic activities.
 Achieving herd immunity, however, will de-
pend on the availability of vaccine supply. The rich 
nations have so far cornered the global supply, with 
poorer nations like the Philippines receiving the vac-
cine doses in trickles.
 In the meantime, local government units, es-
pecially the barangays, should start doing their job in 
implementing the prevent, detect, isolate, treat and 
recover strategy to lower COVID-19 rates in the Phil-
ippines. Pending the arrival of more vaccines, reduc-
ing the infection rate is the only way to reopen the 
economy.
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NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT THE ES-
TATE OF THE LATE  VICENTE V. RODRI-
GUEZ HAS BEEN EXTRA-JUDICIALLY SET-
TLED BY HIS HEIRS THRU EXTRAJUDICIAL 
SETTLEMENT OF ESTATE WITH WAIVER 
OF SHARE AS PER DOC. NO. 97 ; PAGE 
NO. 21 ; BOOK NO. 91 ; SERIES OF 2021, 
BEFORE NOTARY PUBLIC  ATTY. CESARIO  
G. GONZALES JR.

Dateline weekly Newspapers:
May 03, 10 & 17, 2021

EXTRA-JUDICIAL

 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT THE ES-
TATE OF THE LATE  ROMULO MONTEVIR-
GEN VILLA HAS BEEN EXTRA-JUDICIALLY 
SETTLED BY HIS HEIRS THRU AFFIDAVIT 
OF SELF ADJUDICATION AND REPUDIATION 
OF TRUST AS PER DOC. NO. 275 ; PAGE NO. 
56 ; BOOK NO. 95 ; SERIES OF 2021, BE-
FORE NOTARY PUBLIC  ATTY. CESARIO  G. 
GONZALES JR.

Dateline weekly Newspapers:
May 03, 10 & 17, 2021

EXTRA-JUDICIAL

Former House Speaker 
Alan Peter Cayetano on 
Saturday refuted accusa-
tions that President Rodri-
go Duterte is surrendering 
the West Philippine Sea 
(WPS) to China, saying 
the Commander-in-Chief 
is simply employing a 
non-aggressive style of 
negotiation.
 “ U n a n g - u n a , 
gusto kong linawin: ma-
linaw ang stand ng Pan-
gulo na not a single inch 
of Philippine territory or 
not a single peso worth of 
sovereign right ay igi-give 
up natin sa Malaysia man, 
sa Vietnam, or sa China,” 
Cayetano, who served as 
Duterte’s Foreign Affairs 
Secretary from 2017 to 
2018, said in an interview 
with radio station RMN 
Davao.
 He said it is 
Duterte’s non-confron-

tational attitude towards 
China that has been pre-
venting the Philippines 
from entirely losing the 
territory, as opposed to 
what happened in the pre-
vious administration.
 “Kumbaga, kung 
pinag-aagawan natin ang 
isang kotse, ‘yung isa 
ang style niya ay maki-
pagsigawan, pero nakuha 
n’ung China ‘yung kotse. 
Kay Pangulo (Duterte) 
naman, usap tayo nang 
usap pero walang nawala 
po sa atin,” he said.
 (If we were fight-
ing for a car, the previous 
administration’s style of 
engaging in a shouting 
match ended up with Chi-
na getting the car. Under 
President Duterte, we’ve 
been talking and talking 
but haven’t lost anything.)
 “So kumbaga 
parang mas siga sila (pre-

vious administration) kasi 
sigawan ang gusto nila. 
Kaya lang, maling strate-
gy, kasi nawawala sa atin 
eh,” Cayetano said.
 (So in a sense 
the previous administra-
tion acted tough because 
they wanted a shouting 
match. The problem was it 
was a wrong strategy be-
cause we lost.)
 In 2012, the 
Philippines lost the Pa-
natag Shoal, also called 
Scarborough Shoal in 
the WPS, to Beijing after 
a standoff that erupted 
when Manila sent its big-
gest warship to chase off 
Chinese poachers.
 Duterte had 
blamed the administration 
of former President Be-
nigno Aquino for the loss 
of Panatag Shoal, but on 
Tuesday, May 4, retired 
Supreme Court Associate 
Justice Antonio Carpio 
and former Foreign Affairs 
Secretary Albert del Rosa-
rio hit back and said it is 
the President who seems 
to “trade our lands and 
waters for prospects of 
money given by China.”
 Cayetano, for his 
part, encouraged the pub-
lic to analyze the issue 
based on facts and not on 
“mere accusations.”
 “Ako’y nanini-
wala na hindi talaga bibi-
tawan ng ating Pangulo 
itong issue na ‘to,” Cay-
etano said.
 (I believe the 
President will not let go of 
this issue.)
 The Philippines 
has recently begun filing 
daily diplomatic protests 
over the continuing pres-
ence of Chinese ships at 
Julian Felipe Reef, which 
is within the country’s ex-
clusive economic zone.
 The maritime 
dispute between the 
Philippines and China 
sparked anew last March 
after reports of over 200 
Chinese Maritime Militia 
boats were spotted near 
the Julian Felipe Reef.###

 This kind of 
partnership will ensure 
that such initiatives are 
efficiently implemented 
by bringing in the exper-
tise and best practices 
of the private sector into 
the picture, while govern-
ment takes on the role 
of regulator and guide 
to “moderate” corporate 
greed, Secretary Domin-
guez said.
 “The private 
sector brings in efficien-
cy, and frankly in my 
experience as a govern-
ment minister, efficiency 
is not number one in [the 
government’s] DNA. So, I 
think it should be a part-
nership, where the goals 
and the profits--the return 
on investment--are very, 
very clearly defined,” said 
Secretary Dominguez, 
the governor for the Phil-
ippines in the ADB Board.
He said this in response 
to a query during the 
Asian Development 
Bank (ADB)’s Governors 
Seminar on Monday on 
how to ensure that sup-
port by governments 
on COVID-19 response 
would prioritize people in 
lieu of profit-driven corpo-
rate initiatives.
 The governor 
for India and the alternate 
governor for China in the 
ADB Board supported 
Secretary Dominguez’s 
statements.
 Citing India as 
an example, Secretary 
Dominguez said that 
while that country’s large 
vaccine manufacturers 
are privately owned, they 
closely cooperate with 
government regulators, 
not only to guarantee the 
public that their products 
are safe and effective, 
but also to ensure that 
they “have a social con-
science.”
 S e c r e t a r y 
Dominguez said his earli-
er statement on the need 
for ADB and the Associ-
ation of Southeast Asian 
Nations (ASEAN) to 
jointly build the region’s 
capacity to produce vac-

cines should involve the 
private sector.
 Minister Nirma-
la Sitharaman of India’s 
Ministry of Finance and 
Ministry of Corporate Af-
fairs, agreed with Secre-
tary Dominguez, pointing 
out that in the case of In-
dia, the private sector has 
been an effective partner 
of the government not 
only on vaccine produc-
tion, but also in beefing 
up the country’s health-
care capacity against 
COVID-19, while forego-
ing large profit margins.
 She said that 
“rightly, the Governor 
from the Philippines high-
lighted the fact that Indi-
an vaccine developers, 
particularly those in the 
private sector … have 
definitely worked togeth-
er with the government 
and checked their prof-
it concentrations aside, 
and given (the vaccines) 
at an affordable price for 
government to distribute 

freely for all citizens.”
 Vice Minister 
Jiayi Zou of China’s Min-
istry of Finance also said 
Secretary Dominguez has 
correctly stated the im-
portance of public-private 
partnerships in undertak-
ing measures to defeat the 
pandemic.
 These partner-
ships should take into 
consideration that private 
companies cannot ab-
sorb economic losses as 
they are “the main forces 
of the market economy,” 
but they should be guided 
into fulfilling their social 
responsibilities, which is 
the government’s job, Vice 
Minister Zou said.
“China is pursuing a peo-
ple-centered modality of 
development. So, I think 
I would agree with the 
Filipino Minister that the 
partnership between the 
government and private 
sector is very, very import-
ant,” said Vice Minister 
Zou. (PR)

PHL . . .  FROM  PAGE1  FROM  PAGE 1Cayetano. . .
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Senator Win Gatchalian hailed the proposed establish-
ment of the National Center for AI Research (N-CAIR) 
under the recently launched artificial intelligence (AI) 
roadmap. To support workforce development under the 
roadmap, Gatchalian says senior high school educa-
tion in the country should equip learners with founda-
tional skills needed for the Fourth Industrial Revolution 
(Industry 4.0).
 According to Trade Secretary Ramon Lopez, 
the proposed private-led N-CAIR will serve as a shared 
hub for research, advance scientific discoveries in AI, 
and develop AI talent and data science leaders.
 Based on 2020 estimates by research firms 
EDBI and Kearney, AI is expected to boost Southeast 
Asia’s gross domestic product (GDP) by up to $1 trillion 
by 2030. In the Philippines, AI’s economic impact could 
lead to a 12 percent growth in GDP, which is equivalent 
to $92 billion. In 2017, worldwide management consult-
ing firm McKinsey & Company estimated that up to 48 
percent of work activities performed in the Philippines 
could be automated.
 Considering these projections, Gatchalian 
emphasized that the task of the education sector, in-
cluding the basic education system, is to ensure that 
learners are acquiring skills that would not be obsolete 
with the rise of AI. Aside from having a relevant curric-
ulum, which is currently under review by the Depart-
ment of Education (DepEd), Gatchalian also raised the 
importance of having highly-qualified teachers who will 
equip learners with the competencies required of future 
AI talents.
 The lawmaker also cited the need to ensure 
that the basic education sector has the infrastructure 
to support the rollout of the AI’s roadmap, a move that 
can be achieved through the Public Education Network 
(PEN). Last April, DepEd and the Department of Infor-
mation and Communications Technology (DICT) inked 
agreements to establish the PEN, which will fast-track 
the installation of digital connectivity in public schools.
 “Dahil sa inaasahang papel ng artificial intel-
ligence sa pag-unlad ng ating bansa, kailangang sigu-
ruhin natin na ang kakayahan ng ating mga kabataan 
ay tugma sa mga pangangailangan ng ating bansa para 
sa hinaharap. Mahalagang simulan natin ang paghah-
andang ito sa antas pa lamang ng senior high school 
upang maging matibay at malalim ang pundasyon ng 
kanilang kaalaman at kakayahan,” said the Chairman 
of the Senate Committee on Basic Education, Arts and 
Culture.

Proposed AI research 
center lauded; K-12 

graduates’ readiness 
needed for‘Industry 4.0’

May 10-16, 2021

HOME-WORKS FOR MOM FROM SM

With most members of the family spending more 
time at home, keeping it clean and bright is a 
challenge for Mom. This Mother’s Day, surprise 
her with exciting innovations from SM Home that 
will make her home-works a breeze and give her 
more time for herself.
 There are smart cleaners like robotic 
vacuums that will work on dusty floors, stained 
fabrics, stinky corners and kitchen clutter in half 
the time we spent in our usual cleaning routine. 
Power scrubbers will leave the floor spotless; 
while UV sterilizers sanitize and disinfect bed lin-
ens and dinnerware to protect your family from 
unwanted viruses.  

 This May, get discounts and online cou-
pons on select home essential items and furniture 
from SM Home. Shop for your mom and place your 
order online through the SM Store’s Call to Deliver 
(#143SM) and ShopSM app. For more info and up-
dates, follow SM Home at the SM Store in Instagram 
or visit thesmstore.com website.

Alfonseños 
assured 
with 
affordable 
housing

The local government 
of Alfonso entered into 
a Memorandum of Un-
derstanding (MOU) 
with the Social Hous-
ing Finance Corpora-
tion (SHFC) on May 
4 to help Alfonseños 
realize their dream of 
owning decent hous-
es.
 Alfonso May-
or Randy Salamat said 
the housing project, 
located in RS Ville, 
Barangay Taywanak 

Ibaba is a rent-to-own 
scheme payable within 30 
years thru the SHFC.
 A government 
owned and controlled cor-
poration, SHFC is the lead 
government agency that 
undertakes financing of 
social housing programs 
catering to formal and in-
formal sectors with low-in-
come.
Salamat added that appli-
cation for the housing proj-
ect is open only to legiti-
mate residents of Alfonso, 
thus applicants will under-
go appropriate screening 
from concerned offices.
 “Ang tanging 
makaka-avail ng paba-
hay na ito ay ang mga 
lehitimong taga-Alfonso 

lamang. Hindi po ito mag-
sisilbing relocation site ng 
mga taga ibang lugar da-
hil hindi po natin isasant-
abi ang pagpapanatili ng 
maayos na peace and or-
der status ng ating bayan,” 
explained Salamat.
 (Only legitimate 
Alfonso residents can 
avail of the housing proj-
ect. It will not serve as a 
relocation site for non-res-
idents because we will not 
put aside the preservation 
of peace and order in our 
town)
Interested applicants can 
visit their respective ba-
rangay halls for details of 
the housing project and fill 
up the required applica-
tion form. (PIA)



NEGOSYO CENTER SAMPALOC TANAY HOLDS BASIC 
PHOTO EDITING AND PHOTOGRAPHY FOR MSMEs

Micro, Small and Medium 
Enterprises participat-
ed in the first-ever virtual 
Seminar on Basic Photo 
Editing and Photography 
last April 30, 2021 via 
Facebook Live and Zoom 
Application. This Webinar 
was in partnership with 
DTI Rizal Provincial Of-

fice thru Negosyo Center 
Sampaloc Tanay and Ep-
son Philippines.  Business 
Counselor Aryan Llamares 
reiterated the importance 
of quality photography for 
MSME’s social media and 
digital channels aiming 
to improve their products 
and services’ visibility on 

line. In behalf of DTI Di-
rector Desiderio Jurado 
III, DC Sharon Dioco ex-
pressed her gratitude to 
Epson Philippines and the 
Local Government of Tan-
ay for making this webinar 
possible. 
 Ms. Manel Bau-
tista, Account Manager, 
Labels and Digital Press, 
Epson Ph, introduced the 
following speakers of the 
webinar. Mr. Luis Cruz, 
Pre-Sales Engineer, Ep-
son Ph, served as the first 
speaker of the webinar 
wherein he presented Ep-
son’s photo and proofing 
printers. He tackled differ-
ent printers that are suit-

able for a specific medium 
for printing that MSMEs 
use in their packaging and 
labeling of products. 
 The highlight of 
the webinar is the discus-
sion on basics of photo 
editing and photography 
by Mr. Albert Pedrosa, a 
Canon Professional and a 
Certified Adobe ExpertHe 
shared his expertise in 
basic photo editing, han-
dling, posing, and lighting 
the subject for photog-
raphy.  According to Mr. 
Pedrosa, there should be 
a balance between tech-
nical and creative sides 
of photography. He em-
phasized on rule of thirds, 
composition, story, patters 
diagonal lines and trian-
gles. For the technical 
sides, he discussed the 

important roles of aper-
ture, shutter speed, ISO, 
focal length, temperature 
and focusing. An open 
forum followed after the 
discussion, where ques-
tions from Zoom and FB 
live were answered by the 
resource speakers. 
 The session was 
officially ended with LGU 

Tanay’s Mr. Bienvenido 
Magpantay message of 
thanks towards the orga-
nizers, speakers, Epson 
Philippines, and most es-
pecially DTI Rizal, for their 
continual efforts in pro-
ducing training that would 
help in the development 
of MSMEs and potential 
business owners in Tanay. 
(PR)

PhilGuarantee loans to MSMEs rise to P1.47-B in end-March
The Philippine Guarantee 
Corp. (PhilGuarantee) 
has continued to grow its 
guarantee program for 
viable but pandemic-hit 
micro, small and medium 
enterprises (MSMEs) for 
the third straight month 
since its launch in De-
cember 2020, with a total 
of P1.47 billion in loans 
guaranteed as of end-
March this year.
 The guaranteed 
loans represent a remark-
able 612 percent increase 
from the P207 million pi-
lot guarantee portfolio 
achieved at the launching 
of the MSME Credit Guar-
antee Program (MCGP) 
in December, PhilGuar-
antee president-CEO 
Alberto Pascual said in 
a report to Finance Sec-
retary Carlos Dominguez 
III.  P a s -
cual informed Dominguez 
the number of MSME 
beneficiaries grew by an 
impressive 312 percent 
to 12,122 enterprises in 
March 2021 from 2,948 
that were reported to have 
availed of its guarantee 
program as of December 
2020.
 He pointed out 
that the implementation of 

improved processing and 
evaluation parameters 
starting this year led to 
the increase in the num-
ber of beneficiaries under 
MCGP.
 From the start 
of the MGCP’s imple-
mentation last year, the 
PhilGuarantee Governing 
Board chaired by Domin-
guez thus far approved 
a total of P37.7 billion in 
credit guarantee facilities 
to 34 banks.
 “Majority of the 
MSMEs covered were 
from the wholesale and 
retail sector which ac-
counted for 67.26 percent 
of the total, or P503.5 mil-
lion with 9,113 MSMEs 
assisted,” Pascual said in 
his report.
 Pascual said the 
second biggest group with 
guarantee coverage was 
the manufacturing sector, 
which accounted for 7.77 
percent or P58.17 million 
with 1,048 assisted MS-
MEs.
 The agriculture 
sector was the third big-
gest sector that have 
benefited from the MGCP, 
with 158 MSMEs assist-
ed through guarantees 
amounting to P33.91 mil-

lion, which is 4.53 percent 
of the loans covered so 
far under this program, he 
said.
 In the severely 
affected hotel and restau-
rant sector, Pascual said 
that 573 MSMEs were 
assisted with guaran-
teed loans amounting to 
P28.45 million, while the 
personal services sector 
accounted for guarantees 
amounting to P31.82 mil-
lion.
 The MGCP 
grants a 50-percent guar-
antee for working capital 
loans and a guarantee of 
up to 80 percent of the 
amount for term loans of 
up to seven years for cap-
ital expenditures.
 The average 
loan size under the MGCP 
is less than P1 million, with 
the minimum loan amount 
set at P100,000, which 
can be availed mostly by 
micro businesses borrow-
ing from thrift banks and 
rural banks.
 “In terms of geo-
graphical distribution, all 
regions of the country had 
received assistance under 
the MGCP,” Pascual said.
 The top 3 re-
gions assisted in terms of 

guaranteed loan amounts 
were CALABARZON 
(Cavite, Laguna, Batan-
gas, Rizal and Quezon) or 
Region IV-A with P135.76 
million, Central Luzon or 
Region III with P118.87 
million, and the Ilocos 
provinces or Region I with  
P65.82 million.
 From three ac-
tive banks in December 
2020, Pascual said there 
are now 14 active banks 
participating in the MGCP 
as of March 31, 2021.
 “Twelve more 
banks are expected to 
start submitting MSMEs 
for guarantee coverage as 
their facilities will be oper-
ational,” Pascual said.
 Under Repub-
lic Act (RA) No. 11494 or 
the Bayanihan to Recover 
as One Act (Bayanihan 
2), MSMEs account for 
P2 billion of the P5 billion 
appropriated for PhilGuar-
antee to aid pandemic-hit 
enterprises.
 The Bayanihan 
2 allocation for PhilGuar-
antee enabled it to fur-
ther widen its guarantee 
headroom of economic 
activities and extend more 
assistance to viable but 
severely affected MSMEs, 
Pascual said. (PR)

SM CITY MOLINO, SM CENTER IMUS, CAVITE - 
Pursuant to the latest IATF, DTI, and LGU directive 
extending Modified Enhanced Community Quaran-
tine, establishments offering necessities and other 
retail stores will be here to serve you. Our restau-
rants will now offer limited dine-in, al fresco dining 
and take-out & delivery. We encourage everyone to 
follow minimum safety protocols at all times. Stay 
Safe, Everyone!


